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From our Pastor - Richard Selby…
Dear friends,
Was that summer?! One day we’re being warned of a dangerous heat wave and then two days later
we’re sat in church with coats on and the heating consuming horribly expensive gas! Hopefully, it will
get a bit warmer again soon.
We’re entering into what’s traditionally a quiet period in church. Easter and Pentecost are behind us
and it’s still quite a while before Harvest. But when we’re doing God’s work things are never quiet!
For example, the Pantry is increasingly busy because of the increase in cost of living causing more
people to struggle nancially. And we’re seeing people at our Drop-in Café who we’ve pointed
towards debt counselling from CAP and mental health support via our contact at the Beacon Service.
When I talk to people who come to the café, it makes me realise just how many people have
problems, whether it’s physical or mental health issues, relationship breakdowns or money problems.
It sometimes seems impossible to make any real impact on the suffering we see around us. But then I
remember that before Pentecost, those rst disciples thought it was impossible to do what Jesus had
told them to do, yet when the Holy Spirit came, nothing was impossible for them anymore. So, let’s
put our trust in God and place all our concerns into His hands, through prayer, and let Him guide and
empower us through His Spirit living in us. If we do that, then miracles will happen, and we will make
a difference to people’s lives. When God calls you to do something then never think that it’s too
dif cult, because when you trust in God, you cannot fail.
As I described in my sermon on 19th June, something that A. W. Tozer once said really resonated with
me when I heard it recently: “a scared world needs a fearless church”. There’s no doubt that the world
is scared at the moment, with COVID still causing much anxiety and the war in Ukraine causing global
shortages of food and fuel, resulting in a huge increase in the cost of living. This means that the world
needs a fearless church right now. Therefore, please do not think of this as a “quiet time” for our
church, and instead think of it as a time to build up our faith and become empowered by the Holy
Spirit, so that we can fearlessly reach out to our scared world.
Do you remember the slogan “a dog is for life not just for Christmas”? It was common to see it stuck
on car windows wasn’t it, but less so now although still pertinent. Perhaps as a church we need to
remember that the Holy Spirit isn’t “just for Pentecost”, but someone who we must depend on and
have living in us for the entire year. Especially at a time when our world is troubled.
As always, if you ever want to talk to me about anything or want me to pray with you, then please call
me on 07958 531200.
God bless,
Richard
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Church Services Sundays 10.30am
3rd July

Cafe Worship

Richard Selby

10th July
17th July

John Prior
Chris Pickard
Susan Applegate

Service and Communion

24th July

Richard Selby

31st July

Richard Selby

7th August

Cafe Worship

Susan Applegate

Regular Activities at Church
Tuesdays

Prayer Meeting - usually on Zoom

7pm

2nd & 4th Wednesdays

Bible Study

10.30am

Thursdays

Drop-In Cafe

10am - 12pm

Dates & Events
1st-3rd July

Festival Manchester

@ Wythenshawe Park

6th July 7.30pm

Church Of cers meeting

@ Church

9th July 2pm

Garden Party

Rowlands, Summerseat

10th July 3pm

Farewell Service for District Chair
Rev Paul Martin

@ Victoria Hall, Bolton

24th July 12.15pm

Church Meeting
after service and lunch

@ Church
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God in the Sciences: Wonder and Worship:
Re ections in a Scottish Rainforest
by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.
See www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches and http://www.cis.org.uk

It can be easier to notice things away from home, when we are relaxed and surrounded by unfamiliar
sights in an exotic location. But sometimes the same wonders are there in our own back yard. GK
Chesterton was a great advocate of intensive observation, and he invited his readers to take a fresh
look at things that might be taken for granted. The rewards for this mental adjustment are great, and
can feed into our worship in new ways.
I rst learned to appreciate old growth forests on the West coast of Canada: the centuries-old tangle
of logs and underbrush, and thick layers of moss and lichen, that provide rich resources for countless
organisms. Several years later, in Scotland, I stumbled over a few acres of birch and hazel, lush with
moss and ferns, and humming with insect and bird life. Fallen logs lay everywhere, vegetation grew
up the trees, creepers hung down, and sunlight slanted through clearings.
I later discovered that this patch of woodland is one of the few remaining areas of old growth
Atlantic rainforest, so I visited one sunny morning when I had more time to linger. The wood is home
to 140 species of lichen and 100 of moss, so I found myself looking very closely at tree trunks and
boulders. Each lichen is a unique relationship between a fungus and a particular collection of singlecelled algae – an example of the collaboration that is so essential to every ecosystem.
Places like this are worth preserving, respecting, and appreciating as much as a work of art or a
historic city. I’m so grateful to the community that chose to preserve it, and the Creator who used
such intricate and patient processes to create it. As the animals and plants around me did what
comes to them naturally, I did what I was made for - thanking God for everything I saw. I found
myself praising God alongside all those species of lichen, moss and trees. “Let everything that has
breath praise the Lord” (Psalm 150).
There is a growing call to take both our personal devotions and our church services outside from
time to time, and there are a growing number of resources to help us do this. As you go through your
week, can you nd one new way to appreciate your surroundings, and praise God alongside the rest
of creation?
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God in the Arts: Enter My Rest

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a look at ‘The Potato Planters’ by Jean-Francois Millet, which
hangs in the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston.

At this time of the year we are planning and looking
forward to holidays: to that welcome break away
from the pressures and responsibilities of daily life
and work. The book of Genesis opens with a
glorious account of God’s work of creation and tells
us that even God rested on the 7th day.
We all need to nd that balance of work and rest, of
activity and slowing down in our lives. And we are
not always good at that because our world seems to
be in the fast lane. We rush everywhere, we rush out
of habit, and we rush because everyone around us
is rushing.

Jean-François Millet, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

This month’s painting, ‘The Potato Planters’ by Jean–Francois Millet, a 19th century French artist,
portrays two peasants at work. They don’t seem to be rushing, but Millet has certainly portrayed the
hard toil of their work, digging in the earth from sunrise to sunset to eke out a living. Millet was the
son of a farm labourer and many of his paintings convey the severe realism of peasant life. We can
sympathise with the couple working on the land, and our eyes focus on them as they dominate the
canvas.
But in the corner under the shade of a tree there is a donkey and a sleeping child. The donkey knows
only too well the reality of toil and work, but here he is resting, enjoying the peace and the shade.
Andy Merri eld, an American philosopher, has just published an account of his travels with a
donkey, Gribouille. As they journey together, the donkey teaches him the value of patience, the
importance of going slowly through the world, and the preciousness of tender friendship between
humans and animals. They are all caught up in the little donkey in this painting.
The man and woman in the foreground may re ect our own lives with the duties, the expectations
and the demands called of us at work. Take time to focus on the donkey, enjoying his rest. Take time
this summer to nd relaxation and recreation on holiday. The world may carry on spinning around
us, but use that holiday to stand apart and enter into the rest that God enjoyed after His work of
creation.

National ‘Don’t Step on a Bee Day’ – 10th July
Bees need your help. And we need their help. Not only do bees help provide the honey, propolis and
beeswax, but they also help to keep us all fed and watered. Without bees, more than a third of everything
we eat would disappear from our tables.
The majority of our honey here in the UK is imported (85%), but there are also many beekeepers on our
doorstep. So why not visit a near-by farm shop or deli and enjoy the precious produce of local beekeepers
for breakfast?
You can also help bees by planting wild ower seeds that will provide a food supply. Download the Great
British Bee Count app created by Friends of the Earth which allows you to log the bees you spot out and
about. This builds a picture of bee health and activity in the UK.
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Finally, build a bee hotel! Bees need somewhere to rest when they venture out on their pollen mission. You
can nd a step-by-step guide here: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/04/how-to-build-a-beehotel/

Christian Basics : What Does the Holy Spirit Do? (Pt 2)
By Canon Paul Hardingham

Somebody once de ned a football match as ‘22 people on the eld desperately in need of rest,
watched by 50 thousand people in the stands, desperately in need of exercise! It reminds us that
church is not a spectator sport! The Holy Spirit equips us to serve God in the Church and daily life
through the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
These gifts are variously described as spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 12:1) or grace gifts (1 Cor. 1:7), the latter
word being used in modern Greek for a birthday present! They are love gifts from God that we
cannot earn or deserve, that are open to everybody. Note what Paul says, “Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good” (1 Cor. 12:7):
‘to each one’: the gifts are available to every Christian. Everyone will have a different ‘gift-mix’, with
their own particular contribution to offer.
‘the manifestation of the Spirit’: the gifts of the Spirit enable an invisible God to be real and visible.
As we exercise the gifts that God has given to us, in our speech or service, people will be able to say,
‘God is at work here’!
‘for the common good’:
the aim of the gifts is to build up the body of Christ and extend the
kingdom of God. They are not intended to meet our own needs or reputation, but simply to serve
and encourage others.
With the gifts given by God, we are able to ful l His purposes in His world. Paul urges us to ‘eagerly
desire’ the gifts that God has for us (1 Cor. 12:31). How true is this for me? Any present that we are
given needs unwrapping before we can enjoy it. Are we doing this with our spiritual gifts?

Sea Sunday
by Canon Paul Hardingham

Over many years the 2nd Sunday of July has been kept as Sea Sunday, with a special focus on
prayer for all seafarers. The Mission to Seafarers supports the work of sailors facing dif cult waters,
piracy, and separation from loved ones for long periods at sea. However, we can also experience
storms in our own lives.
In Acts 27 we read how Paul was being taken as a prisoner to Rome, when he was caught in a storm
off Crete. After 14 days they were shipwrecked on the island of Malta. Paul had warned the crew
that it wasn’t a safe time of year to sail: “I can see that our voyage is going to be disastrous and
bring great loss to ship and cargo, and to our own lives.” But his words were ignored, and the ship
sailed into a violent storm.
By the third day they ‘ nally gave up all hope of being saved’. How do we face up to storms in our
lives? Do we worry and panic? God doesn’t necessarily prevent storms from taking place, but we
can trust His purpose through them.
Paul urged the sailors to “keep courage, because not one of you will be lost, only the ship will be
destroyed”. His con dence rested on an angelic promise: “Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand
trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.” Only the
sovereign God, who created the wind and waves, can promise to save people from a storm. What
does this mean for us in our circumstances today?
‘Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come. Grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.’ (Amazing Grace: John Newton).
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This month’s Prayer points for Festival Manchester
Festival Weekend

Our greatest prayer is to see thousands of lives transformed as people meet Jesus for the rst time
at Festival Manchester. As we approach the festival weekend, be stirred to pray that God’s kingdom
would come and for Manchester, the North west, and the rest of the country to experience revival.

Speakers and Performers

Many people will appear on stage at Festival Manchester to perform and deliver the gospel
message. Let’s pray for their protection, but most of all that God uses what they do to glorify His
name and lead people to faith in Him.

Technicians and Volunteers

So many volunteers and workers are needed for this collaborative effort. Please pray for the smooth
running of the event and that all these people are effective in their roles.

Follow Up

Please pray for the smooth roll out of our follow-up strategy as those who decide to follow Christ are
linked up with local churches. Please pray for the partner churches that have committed to run follow
up courses, that each will be timely and effective.
fi
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Favourite or Memorable Hymn
Let all the World
This month I have chosen a hymn, not because it’s a favourite or memorable, but because as I looked
through the hymn book I saw the words “Let all the World in every corner sing, My God and King”. It
struck me that with all the worries of the world at the moment, how better the world would be if this
was true.
The hymn was written by George Herbert (1593-1633). George was born at Montgomery Castle in
Wales, his mother being from a noble family. He was educated at Westminster school and Trinity
College, Cambridge, later becoming a fellow of the college and then Public Orator for the University.
He wrote poetry, like his eldest brother who was known as Baron Herbert of Cherbury, was friendly
with Lord Bacon and the Duke of Richmond and wanted to be accepted at court. George became MP
for Montgomery in 1624, and was in favour with King James I who was considering him as an
ambassador, unfortunately the King died before it happened.
George was Bishop of Lincoln from1626, until, in 1629, he became ill with Ague, a type of fever and
shivering, possibly malaria. In 1630 he moved to Bremerton as Rector until his death in 1633.
George liked to write poetry and he once wrote to his mother promising to consecrate “his poor
abilities in poetry” to God. His religious verses tended to in uence younger writers and he became
known as one of the metaphysical poets; his poems were published posthumously by his friend,
Nicholas Ferrar, under the title “The Temple”. Many of his poem’s became hymns, though some were
thought to be too complex and witty for hymn singing. Hymns you might know are ‘Teach me my
God and King’ and ‘The God of love my shepherd is’.
The poem “Let all the world” was set to music by Ralph Vaughan Williams in 1911 when it was
included as the nal movement of his Five Mystical Songs. Then in 1935 the tune “All the world” was
published in the Methodist Hymnal. In 1960 Erik Routley set the text to its present tune ‘Augustine’.
“Let all the World in every corner sing” is a short hymn probably based on part of Psalm 149, 98 or 96
and talks about the vastness of creation and the greatness of God’s power. The message, which is as
relevant today as when it was written, is a reminder for the whole world to sing praises to God and
for the church to never stop proclaiming the good news.
People all over the world, and this includes here in Ramsbottom, need to hear the good news of
Christ, of His amazing love and Grace that brings hope and healing to our troubled lives. A message
of reconciliation and forgiveness, between God and mankind, through the death and resurrection of
His son, Jesus Christ.
This hymn should encourage us as a church, and as individuals, to ask questions. Here are a few to
consider:
How are we as a church proclaiming God’s message in our community?
How is God calling us to act?
What do we need to pray for?
Is God calling us into a new direction?
As you re ect on these questions, and any other that come to mind, please pray for our church and its
mission. If you feel you have an answer, or a suggestion, to these questions please speak to Richard
or myself.
Every Blessing Susan
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Let all the world in every corner sing,
"My God and King!"
The heavens are not too high,
God's praise may thither y;
the earth is not too low,
God's praises there may grow.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
"My God and King!"

Let all the world in every corner sing,
"My God and King!"
The church with psalms must shout,
no door can keep them out:
But, above all, the heart
must bear the longest part.
Let all the world in every corner sing,
"My God and King!"

Church Library - Recent Additions
The God of Possible: Devotions and Prayers for Life's Trying Times by Janet Ramsdell Rockey,
Barbour, Dec 2020. 9781643527055
With God, ANYTHING and EVERYTHING is possible!
Inspired by the words of Matthew 19:26 (TLB), "With God, everything is possible,"
this inspiring collection of devotional meditations and prayers will refresh your
weary soul and remind you of the hope that is found in the God of possible!
180 truth-infused devotions will help transform your heart and mind with enduring
promises from God's Word.
God of Surprises, 3rd revised ed., Gerard W. Hughes, Darton Longman & Todd, Jan 2008.
9780232527254
You’ll see how God is nothing like you expect. Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of God is
like a treasure hidden in a eld’. God of Surprises shows how we can nd that
treasure in the most unlikely of places – ourselves.
Written for ‘bewildered, confused and disillusioned Christians’ as a guide for the
inner spiritual journey in which we are all engaged, God of Surprises has much to
say to those who have a love/hate relationship with the Church to which they belong
or once belonged.
St. Paul The Apostle We Love to Hate by Karen Armstrong, Sept 2015, Icons
Karen Armstrong demonstrates that Paul exerts a more signi cant in uence on the
spread of Christianity throughout the world than any other gure in history. It was Paul
who established the rst Christian churches in Europe and Asia in the rst century,
Paul who transformed a minor sect into the largest religion produced by Western
civilisation, and Paul who advanced the revolutionary idea that Christ could serve as a
model for the possibility of transcendence.
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July Prayer Diary

Please take time each day to pray for the event or the person mentioned in the
diary. If you are unsure what to pray or are unsure who the people are, then simply
pray that God might bless them and keep them safe.

Friday

1

For Festival Manchester starting this evening

Saturday

2

For the success of Festival Manchester

Sunday

3

Our Service today led by Richard

Monday

4

Norma P

Tuesday

5

Bill & Joan

Wednesday

6

For the Church Of cers meeting tonight

Thursday

7

Bury Floating Support Service at Calico

Friday

8

Joan A

Saturday

9

For Street Pastors, Bury

Sunday

10

Our Service today led by John Prior

Monday

11

Betty

Tuesday

12

For Rammy Pantry Clients

Wednesday

13

For those attending Slimming World

Thursday

14

Audrey

Friday

15

Debbie, Chris, Zach, Connor, & Sophia-Mai
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Saturday

16

For those attending Baby Ballet

Sunday

17

Our Service today led by Chris Pickard

Monday

18

Julie

Tuesday

19

For those who attend Jo Jingles

Wednesday

20

Dorothy

Thursday

21

For Recorded Music Society members

Friday

22

For pupils and teachers at the end of
the school year.

Saturday

23

For the Church Meeting tomorrow

Sunday

24

Our Service today led by Richard

Monday

25

Jude & Paul

Tuesday

26

Bill & Pauline

Wednesday

27

Alice

Thursday

28

For the work of Rammy Pantry

Friday

29

Helena

Saturday

30

For our Drop-In Cafe

Sunday

31

Our Service today led by Richard
11

Solve the Maze

13

Sudoku

Sudoku is a number puzzle based on a 9x9 grid. The object is to place the numbers 1-9 in the
empty squares so that each row, column, and 3x3 box contains the same number only once.

E
A
S
Y

M
E
D
I
U
M

CROSSWORD

Across
1 Proverbs describes her as being ‘of noble
character’ (Proverbs 31:10) (4)
3 ‘Shall we go up again — — against the
Benjamites, our brothers?’ (Judges 20:23) (2,6)
8 A descendant of Shem (Genesis 10:28) (4)
9 ‘Anyone who does not carry his cross and follow
me cannot be my — ’ (Luke 14:27) (8)
11 Resentment (Ephesians 4:31)(10)
14 In Cain (anag.) (6)
15 ‘Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too
lofty for me to—’ (Psalm 139:6) (6)
17 Intense (1 Thessalonians 4:5) (10)
20 Third Order of the Roman Catholic Church (8)
21 ‘At midnight the cry rang out, “Here’s the
bridegroom! Come out to — him”’ (Matthew 25:6)
(4)
22 ‘My grace is suf cient for you, for my power is
made perfect in — ’ (2 Corinthians 12:9) (8)
23 ‘As the — pants for streams of water, so my soul
pants for you, O God’ (Psalm 42:1) (4)

Down
1 Nickname of popular First World War chaplain,
the Revd G.A. Studdert Kennedy, — Willie (8)
2 Occasion of religious joy (Lamentations 2:22)
(5,3)
4 ‘We three kings of — are’ (6)
5 Allegation or charge (Jude 9) (10)
6 Kind (1 Chronicles 12:33) (4)
7 ‘Open your — and look at the elds!’ (John
4:35) (4)
10 Also known as the Feast of Lights (John10:22)
(10)
12 Area that saw the healing of two demon possessed men and a herd of pigs stampeding to
their deaths (Matthew 8:28) (8)
13 Forebear (James2:21)(8)
16 Name given to the rst two books of the
Apocrypha(6)
18 Esau sold his birthright for this (Genesis25:34)
(4)
19 Rear (anag.) (4)
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WORDSEARCH

Sea Sunday
10th July brings us Sea Sunday, the day when Christian churches remember, pray and give thanks for
the more than 1.5 million merchant seafarers and shermen worldwide. If seafarers seem irrelevant
to your daily life, think again: 90 per cent of everything you buy in the shops comes to you by sea.
Merchant seafarers quite literally keep our global economy a oat. Yet it is a tough life, far from
loved ones. Merchant ships are harsh working environments, never mind the threat of piracy or
even shipwreck.
To help the seafarers, a worldwide network of port chaplains has sprung up. They offer hospitality
and friendship, as well as practical, emotional and spiritual support, providing almost a ‘home from
home’ in hundreds of ports, in more than 50 countries. You might wish to support one of these three
well-known societies: The Mission to Seafarers (Anglican), The Apostolate of the Sea (Roman
Catholic), and The Sailors’ Society (inter-denominational).
Shops
Economy
A oat
Harsh
Working

Environments
Piracy
Shipwreck
Hundreds
global
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Merchant
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Daily
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July
Sea
Sunday
Remember
Pray

Port
Chaplains
Hospitality
Friendship
practical

Mindfulness Colouring for all ages

Puzzle Answers

Easy

Medium

JULY ROTAS
2022

Chairs

Opening up

Door

Closing

Vestry

Teas &
Coffees

3rd July

Diana &
Steve

Richard

Steve

Richard

Louise

Susan &
Lesley

10th July

Bill

Bill & Joan

Bill

Bill & Joan

Susan

Bill & Joan

17th July

John

Louise &
John

Louise &
John

Louise &
John

Bill

Louise &
John

24th July

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Joan R

Julie

31st July

Susan

Susan

Lesley & Tom

Marjorie

Julie

Susan &
Lesley
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Communion

Susan &
Lesley

