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From	our	Pastor	-	Richard	Selby…	

Christ Church Officials  

Pastor:   Richard Selby    minister@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk   
          Tel: 07958531200 
Church Secretary: Susan Applegate      secretary@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk  
          Tel: 07814173027  
Church Treasurer: John Leyland    treasurer@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk  
          Tel: 01706 827253 
Church Telephone:       01706 821803 

Dear friends, 

This is the time of year when we look forward to Pentecost. Pentecost often seems the “poor relation” 
compared to Christmas and Easter, especially amongst those who do not go to church, but without 
Pentecost we wouldn’t know about Christmas and Easter! That’s because if the disciples had not 
been filled with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, they would not have been able to do what Jesus had 
told them to do, which was to be his witnesses and make disciples to the ends of the earth. When the 
Holy Spirit filled the disciples with power at Pentecost, they were transformed from twelve ordinary 
men into twelve extraordinary apostles, who were the foundation of the Christian Church that we 
know today. But the Christian Church is still being built today and ordinary people like you and me 
are its builders. Except that we’re not “ordinary” when we’re filled with the same Holy Spirit that 
transformed those first disciples. God continues to offer His Spirit to everyone, and all we need to do 
is welcome the Spirit and to receive. 

On the same weekend as Pentecost, we also celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Unfortunately, 
the special Café that I mentioned in the previous newsletter is unable to take place due to a lack of 
volunteers available on that Thursday, as it’s a bank holiday, and in fact neither the Pantry nor the café 
will be open that Thursday. But on the following day, Friday 3rd June, there’s a special community 
event being held at Nuttall Park, between 11am and 5pm, with all sorts of fun things going on. You’ll 
find details elsewhere in this newsletter. Churches Together in Ramsbottom will have a stand, so why 
not drop by and say hello and perhaps help to talk to people about our churches. 
  

If you enjoy singing, then you might be interested in a special Jubilee service at Emmanuel Church, 
Holcombe, on Sunday 5th June at 6:30pm, at which Handel’s Coronation anthem, Zadok the Priest, 
will be sung. This was sung at the Queen’s coronation all those years ago.  

Also coming up very soon is Festival Manchester, from Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd July, in Wythenshawe 
Park. It’s a huge, free festival for the whole family, with fairgrounds, extreme sports, family fun zone, a 
“beach”, a main stage with live music, as well as a Christian message of hope and so much more. It’s 
going to be a massive celebration and a fun family event you won’t want to miss. Performers include 
Matt Redman and the Kingdom Choir. For more details, go to festivalmanchester.com or look out for 
a leaflet that will hopefully be available by the time you read this. We’ll also be giving out leaflets at 
Nuttall Park on 3rd June. It’s intended as an evangelistic event, to introduce people to Jesus, so please 
recommend Festival Manchester to people you know, especially families with teenage children, who 
will especially enjoy the activities and music.  

As always, if you ever want to talk to me about anything or want me to pray with you, then please call 
me on 07958 531200. 

God bless, 
Richard.

mailto:minister@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
mailto:secretary@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
http://www.festivalmanchester.com
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Church Services Sundays 10.30am
5th June Cafe Worship Richard Selby

12th June Geoff Skilling

19th June Communion Service Richard Selby

26th June Richard Selby

3rd July Cafe Worship Richard Selby

Regular Activities at Church
Tuesdays Prayer Meeting - usually on Zoom 7pm

2nd & 4th Wednesdays Bible  Study 10.30am

Thursdays Drop-In Cafe 10am - 12pm

Events
3rd June 11-5 Family Fun Day Nuttall Park

5th June 6.30pm Choral Evensong & Zadok the Priest Emmanuel, Holcombe

12th June 3pm MWiB Easter Offering Service @ Tottinton

22nd June 7.30pm Circuit Meeting Tbc

26th June 
2.30pm

Thanksgiving Service for 200 Years 
of Methodism in Tottington @ Tottington

1st-3rd July Festival Manchester @ Wythenshawe Park
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  Favourite or Memorable Hymn		
	Praise	my	soul	the	King	of	Heaven	

This month there is only one hymn I could choose and that is ‘Praise my soul the King of Heaven’ by 
Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847); the other well-known hymn he wrote was ‘Abide with me’.  

This song was used in 1947 at the Royal Wedding of Princess Elizabeth, our present Queen 
Elizabeth, who is celebrating her Platinum Jubilee (70 years on the throne) this month. It is said to 
be a favourite Hymn of hers. People and congregations all over the country are re-learning it to sing 
it for these celebrations. 

Lyte was born in Ednam, a small village near Kelso in Scotland. His Father deserted the family 
shortly after sending Henry and his eldest brother to a school in Enniskillen, Ulster, while his Mother 
moved to London with the youngest brother, where both died. While at school the headmaster 
recognised Henry’s ability and paid the boy’s school fees and welcomed him into his own family 
during the holidays. In effect he became his adopted son. Lyte, although having very little training 
for the ministry, took Anglican holy orders in 1815.  

In 1816 he experienced an evangelical conversion and started to study the bible and preach in a 
new way. He also wrote poetry. In 1817 he moved to Cornwall, married, had 5 children, set up the 
first Sunday school in the Torbay area and created a Sailor’s Sunday school. His object was to 
educate children and seamen as well as teaching religious education, as other schooling was 
impossible for seamen and their families. 

Throughout his life he experienced poor health, suffering from various respiratory illnesses, but he 
remained buoyant and cheerful. He liked to go to France and Italy and died at the age of 54 in the 
city of  Nice. His last words being ‘Peace! Joy!’ 

This hymn, which remains very popular today, was written in 1834 by Lyte for his own congregation, 
and set to music by John Goss in 1868; the melody being known as ‘Lauda Anima’. The words are 
are a paraphrase of Psalm 103, instead of keeping to the text he decided to maintain the spirit of 
the words while freely paraphrasing them. He uses his imagination with beautiful and thoughtful 
prose on themes such as Love of God, healing and forgiveness, and of course repeats the phrase 
‘Praise Him’. Over the years Lyte’s text has been changed in little ways. Praise Him, Praise Him, 
Praise Him, Praise Him, Praise the ever-lasting King was changed to Alleluia, Alleluia, Praise the 
ever-lasting King, or Praise Him, Praise Him, Alleluia, Praise the everlasting King. Also Verse 4 is now 
omitted. 
So as you reflect or sing this Hymn of Praise, why not read Psalm 103 and feel God’s Peace and Joy 
in your lives. Just as Lyte did. Despite all the suffering and trials he went through, he remained 
faithful and continued to Praise God until the very end. May you all be blessed and encouraged by 
this Hymn. 

Every blessing  Susan

Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven; 
To His feet thy tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Evermore His praises sing: 
Praise Him, praise Him, alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King. 

Praise Him for His grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress; 
Praise Him still the same as ever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Praise Him, praise Him, alleluia! 
Glorious in His faithfulness. 
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
This month we celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
She is the longest reigning monarch in British history. 
Up until recently she attended church every week and 
still did a full week’s work at the age of 96! 

It is her commitment to serving God and the nation 
which stands out in her life. Even before she became 
Queen, she made a promise, which she has kept for 
over 75 years: ‘I declare before you all that my whole 
life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to 
your service’ (21st birthday broadcast, 21 April 1947). 

What is the secret of the Queen’s consistency of character and service? In 2002 she said this: “I 
know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times and the bad. Each day is 
a new beginning. I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take the long 
view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in God.” These are wise words 
from somebody who draws her strength from the Christian Faith and can inspire all of us who want 
to make our lives count! 

The Queen has been an example of joyful, wise, and generous service on behalf of others all her 
life. Six months before her coronation she asked the nation and Commonwealth to “pray that God 
may give me wisdom and strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I 
may faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my life.” Paul urges us to pray for all in authority, 
“that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:2). 

Father like He tends and spares 
us, 
Well our feeble frame He 
knows; 
In His hands He gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise Him, praise Him, alleluia! 
Widely yet His mercy flows. 

Frail as summer’s flower we 
flourish, 
Blows the wind and it is gone; 
But while mortals rise and 
perish, 
Our God lives unchanging on. 
Praise Him, praise Him, alleluia! 
Praise the high Eternal One! 

Angels, help us to adore Him, 
Ye behold Him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down 
before Him; 
Dwellers all in time and space, 
Praise Him, praise Him, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace.

As part of the Jubilee celebrations there is a special 
service of Choral Evensong at 6:30pm on Sunday 5th 
June at Emmanuel Church, Holcombe, where they plan 
to sing ‘Zadok The Priest’ Handel’s coronation anthem, 
which was sung at the Queen’s coronation.  

If you are interested in singing with them, please email 
Rosemary Artley (johnrosteph@yahoo.co.uk) for a copy 
of the anthem. They are hoping that a good number of 
local singers will join with them on this occasion!
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What kind of Queen? 
Traditional images of monarchy portray power, status, and superiority over other people.  In biblical 
times, monarchs were to be feared.   When teaching His disciples about leadership, Jesus said, “The 
kings of the Gentiles (pagans) lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called 
benefactors.” A benefactor was a conspicuously generous person who acted in a way that made the 
recipient feel obligated.  

All this was in complete contrast to Christ’s own style, which was to act like a servant. This radical 
stance was adopted by the young Princess Elizabeth, when she promised the British Commonwealth, 
“I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your 
service …”. It was just the same when she became Queen in 1952.   Queen Elizabeth has consciously 
and deliberately applied Christ’s teaching to her reign for 70 years.   She has outlived scores of 
leaders, some with ambitions beyond their abilities, and a few with delusions of grandeur. Her ideals 
have outlasted theirs. Consistent, determined, charming, and single-minded, she has held before her 
the model of Christ, washing His disciples’ feet.     

Those closest to her also speak of the Queen’s sense of humour. It emerged publicly at the opening 
ceremony of the 2012 Olympic Games in London, when she took part in a spoof scene with James 
Bond, before seemingly parachuting into the Stadium. 

This year we celebrate her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee. Over 50 countries will light beacons on 2nd 
June to start four days of events: a spectacular pageant, a live concert at Buckingham Palace, Jubilee 
lunches and street parties across the nation, plus a nationwide bake-off competition to create a new 
‘platinum pudding’.   

From the northernmost tip of Scotland to the Channel Islands and beyond, 848 public events are 
planned, plus 1,171 parties or private events.  

So popular is Britain’s monarch, that there are calls to perpetuate the occasion with a new public 
holiday each year. This month we shall sing, ‘God save the Queen’ with more gusto than ever. 

See  https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/events/.  

Cost of living crisis: your support is even more urgently needed 

This month, millions of households in the UK will be pushed into fuel poverty as the higher cost of 
energy really begins to bite. 

So warns CAP (Christians Against Poverty). “Now more than ever, people in financial crisis need 
urgent help.” CAP uses the example of Jayne, a single mum who fell into debt after her dad died. 
Jayne tells how her life became an endless cycle of debt, misery and fear.   

  

In desperation, Jayne phoned CAP for help. A few months later, she is on her way to becoming debt-
free, and meanwhile she has become a Christian, joined a local church, and has developed money 
skills for life.  As CAP explains, this means that Jayne is now far better prepared to withstand the 
growing cost of living crisis this autumn.   

If you would like to help those in need, or if you need help yourself, please go to:  https://capuk.org

https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/events/
https://capuk.org
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Christian Aid spends £8m from British people to help Ukraine 
The international development agency, Christian Aid, will spend £8m on vital supplies over the next 
six months to help the Ukrainian people.  

The money comes from donations to DEC, the Disasters Emergency Committee, that has raised 
more than £300m for Ukraine. That’s around £3 on average donated by every person in the UK.  

Through its local partners, Christian Aid has already provided medical supplies, first aid kits, baby 
incubators as well as food and shelter for refugees in Ukraine and Hungary.  

Christian Basics No 6: What Does the Holy Spirit Do? (Pt 1)  
By Canon Paul Hardingham 

As we celebrate Pentecost this month, it’s appropriate to ask the question: what does the Holy Spirit 
do in our lives? Everybody who has committed their life to Christ possesses the Holy Spirit, ‘if 
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.’ (Romans 8:9). It is the Spirit 
who brings us new birth into the family of God.  

The Spirit assures us of God’s love and acceptance, despite our fears, doubts or failures. As adopted 
children we can address God as our father: “God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit 
who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’” (Galatians 4: 6). By using the same word used by Jesus, we can grow in 
intimacy with our Father and pray to Him, especially when we struggle to find the right words. 

The Holy Spirit is committed to producing a family likeness in those who follow Christ. This Jesus 
likeness enables us to live as Jesus would in our place, ie: work, family, time, interests etc. Paul 
describes this as the fruit of the Spirit: ‘love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.’ (Galatians 5:22,23). He talks about fruit not fruits! We can’t pick and 
choose, as they come as a total package to be developed over a lifetime!  

The Spirit is committed to producing new desires for God: reading the Bible and praying, forgiving 
others, meeting with other Christians and sharing our faith. He will also give us the motivation to 
overcome wrong habits, attitudes or lifestyle in our lives. 

‘Let the church return to Pentecost, and Pentecost will return to her. The Spirit of God cannot take 
possession of believers beyond their capacity of receiving Him’ (Andrew Murray). 

What 6000 steps a day can do for you 
A recent study has found that doing 6000 steps a day can reduce your risk of an early death, if you 
are aged over 60. People under the age of 60 should aim for between 8000 and 10,000 steps a day.   

However, taking more than 8000 steps a day has no particular benefit, and the oft-repeated mantra 
that everyone should take 10,000 step a day has no grounding whatever in science.  (The 10,000 
steps idea came from a 1964 Japanese marketing drive to sell pedometers!) 

Researchers from the University of Massachusetts Amherst point out that: “Steps are very simple to 
track, and there is a rapid growth of fitness-tracking devices.” 

The major thing to remember is that there is a “lot of evidence suggesting that moving, even a little 
more, is beneficial, particularly for those who are doing very little activity.” 

How many of us here get above 5,000, 7,000, 10,000 steps per day or perhaps even more each day? 
Do you know?  Lets encourage each other to get to these targets and keep healthy.
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God in the Sciences: 
Help, my kids just asked me a science question!  

Why aren’t dinosaurs in the Bible? 
by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.  

See  www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches and http://www.cis.org.uk 

The Bible wasn’t written to list all the animals on earth or tell us about science. It was written a long 
time before people started to use science to learn about the world. 

When the Bible was written, people didn’t even have a word for dinosaurs yet! But it’s not just 
dinosaurs that aren’t mentioned in the Bible, it doesn’t talk about armadillos, kangaroos, sabre-
toothed cats or penguins either! 

That doesn’t mean that the Bible is out of date or wrong, or that these animals aren’t important. 
Rather than teaching us science, many Christians believe that the Bible was written to tell people 
about God, how much He loves them, and all the amazing things He has done. 

The Bible says that God made everything, and loves everything He made, so that includes dinosaurs. 
It also encourages people to explore and find out all about the wonderful things it says God has 
made.  Science is a part of this exploration. 

Did God make the dinosaurs? 
The Bible (the holy book that Christians read) says that God made everything. All the stars, the Earth 
and all the amazing plants and animals that have ever lived here. So yes, most Christians believe that 
God made the dinosaurs! 

The Bible also teaches that God loves it when people explore His creation, and science is a great way 
of doing that. So, for many Christians, science is one of the fun things we can use to learn all 
about how God made everything, including all of the dinosaurs! 

Were humans and dinosaurs ever living on earth at the same time? 

Yes! But probably not the kind of dinosaur you’re thinking of! Most of the dinosaurs died out a very, 
very long time ago, way before humans first lived. But some of the smaller, feathery dinosaurs 
survived and over a long time they have evolved into the animals we call birds. 

So, from chickens and robins to penguins and ostriches, there are dinosaurs living all over our world 
today! 

These questions and answers are taken from The Faraday Kids website (www.faradaykids.com). For even more science-faith Q&A's, check 
out 101 Great Big Questions About God and Science, Edited by L Henderson & S Bryant (Lion, 2022) 

http://www.cis.org.uk
http://www.faradaykids.com/
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God in the Arts: The Thread of God’s love  
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a look at the famous Book of Kells 

our picture shows an eagle from the famous book. 

In 563 an Irish monk was forced to leave his homeland because 
of a conflict that had led to a misuse of power and even 
bloodshed. On Pentecost Sunday he arrived on the island of 
Iona off the north-west coast of Scotland with twelve 
companions. There he began a new way of life, founded on 
Christ’s mercy and forgiveness of the past, and so created one 
of the great centres of faith and mission in the Christian Church. 
His name was Columba, and we keep his feast day on 9th June. 

His monastery on Iona started as a small cluster of wooden 
buildings with a church and a guesthouse. Around were fields 
of crops and cattle and bees. But under Columba’s guidance, it 
grew, and from Iona monks were sent into Scotland as one arm 
of a missionary advance that reached down through England to      
France and across Europe. 

That outreach was an amazing achievement. But just as amazing was the consolidation of monastic 
life on Iona that resulted two centuries later in the Book of Kells. This text of the four Gospels was 
begun by scribes and artists in the library of Iona. It grew into one of the masterpieces of Celtic art 
that was taken to Kells in Ireland to escape the Viking invaders who ravaged the island. 

Along with the text of the Gospels, there are illustrations of Jesus, Mary and the four evangelists, 
together with decorations at once intricate and fantastic: patterns that interweave and interlace 
across the page with an odd face here and a weird creature there. The design is in brilliant detail, 
and you can follow the lines as they weave in and out. This delight in patterns is evident in lots of 
Celtic art.  

It is good to imagine Columba on Iona meditating on the thread of God’s grace woven into his life 
as he looked back to his years in Ireland and his pilgrimage to Iona. It might have seemed at one 
glance a complicated interweaving of events and experiences, and then perhaps as he looked again, 
he would see God’s love threading its way through that history and redeeming both it and him. 

It is the same for us. As we look at our lives, they may seem complex and involved patterns of events 
and circumstances taking us here and there. As we ponder those patterns, then we can begin to see 
a thread woven into the patterns that guides and leads us on. And as we stand back, all the patterns 
and threads seem to make sense as we spot that guiding thread. Just as we can stand back from the 
designs of this page and see God’s love spelling out the name of Christ, our Lord. 
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This month’s Prayer points for Festival Manchester 

Wythenshawe Park 
The planning for the festival site which has to be done in consultation with the council, is entering 
into  its  final stage. Please pray that they are approved, that we are able to meet all the 
requirements, and that the event is a blessing to the residents who live near the park. 

Love Where U Live  
There are already a range of projects taking place across the region, but we would love to see 
more. Please pray for churches as they consider how best they can serve their community. Home 
for Good are also planning to launch 10 borough support groups for those considering or already 
on the journey of adoption and fostering children and young people. Please pray that everything 
will be in place for this to happen. 

Build-Up events 
Please pray for the various teams as they prepare for the build-up events:  

 Festival Friends Training - This training is running from 13 - 24 June for the volunteers who  
 will be the first point of contact with those who respond to the gospel message at the   
 festival. Please pray for volunteers, and that the training equips them to respond effectively  
 at the festival. 

 Prayer Ministry Training - During the evenings of 7 and 8 June a group will be trained in  
 prayer ministry and offsite intercession. Please pray that those who participate come   
 together as a cohesive team and that the prayer ministry is fruitful during the festival   
 weekend. 

 Choir Rehearsals - From 13 - 23 June, rehearsals for the Soul Children choirs will take place  
 in boroughs across the region. Please pray that the children and their families have a great  
 experience generating enthusiasm and commitment to attend the festival. 

 Youth group tour - Bands from The Message Trust will be performing performing at youth  
 groups in Bolton, Rochdale, Trafford, and Wigan between 13 - 23 June. Pray that these are  
 well attended, creating excitement for Festival Manchester, and that many of the youth   
 respond to the gospel. 

Speakers and Performers 
Let's pray for the many people who will be speaking and performing at Festival Manchester - for 
their protection and safety in the run up to the festival and that they would be used by God to 
bring many to the kingdom over the festival weekend. 

Prayer Tents 
There will be two prayer tents at the festival. Let’s pray for the team and for those coming forward 
for prayer, that God will move powerfully in that place during the festival weekend. 
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Praise Reports 

Praise God for His faithfulness in answering our prayers. 
• You prayed for finance. We have received over £140,000 since you started praying. Thank God 

for his continued provision for Festival Manchester. 
• You prayed for our Youth outreach. We have already seen over 250 young people make a 

commitment to the Lord in the build up events. 

Prayer Walking 

It is part of the vision to see every street in Greater Manchester prayed for before the festival 
weekend. Please continue to pray for the streets allocated to us: 

Great Eaves Rd 
Ashton Lodge 
Stubbins Lane  
Ramsbottom Lane 
The Cottons 
Heatherside Rd 
Cedar Crescent 
Coniston Close 
Troutbeck Drive 
Buttermere Drive 

Windermere Drive 
Railway Street 
Kay Brow  
Grants Lane 
Square Street 
Cross Street 
Old Ground Street 
Silver Street 
Prince Street 
Rose Hill 

Cemetery Rd 
Hazel St 
Bramble Place 
Hazlehurst Close 
Lansdown Close 
Maybury Close 
Silvermere Close 
Hope St 
Winifred St 
Edgar St
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Wednesday 1 Isabel

Thursday 2 For the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

Friday 3 For the Jubilee Family Fun day  
and the Churches Together Stall

Saturday 4 For Street Pastors, Bury

Sunday 5 Our Service today led by Richard

Monday 6 Ian & Joan

Tuesday 7 Sara

Wednesday 8 For those attending Slimming World

Thursday 9 Bury Floating Support Service at Calico

Friday 10 For Festival Manchester

Saturday 11 Norma

Sunday 12 Our Service today led by Geoff Skilling

Monday 13 Mary

Tuesday 14 For Rammy Pantry Clients

June Prayer Diary
Please take time each day to pray for the event or the person mentioned in the 
diary. If you are unsure what to pray or are unsure who the people are, then simply 
pray that God might bless them and keep them safe.
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Wednesday 15 Christine C

Thursday 16 For Recorded Music Society members

Friday 17 Estelle & Alice

Saturday 18 For those attending Baby Ballet

Sunday 19 Our Service today led by Richard

Monday 20 Joyce

Tuesday 21 For those who attend Jo Jingles

Wednesday 22 For the Circuit Meeting tonight

Thursday 23 For the work of Rammy Pantry

Friday 24 Kathleen

Saturday 25 John & Louise

Sunday 26 Our Service today led by Richard

Monday 27 Christine S

Tuesday 28 For those who live in the  
Great Eaves Road area

Wednesday 29 Diana

Thursday 30 For our Drop-In Cafe
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Letter from Bute - 25/05/2022 
Hi everyone, I hope you are all enjoying the spring sunshine. Unfortunately, apart from a few odd 
days, our weather has been very changeable to put it mildly, not anywhere near as warm as I enjoy. 

In my last letter, headed letter from Bute, I was not at that point on the Island as a surprise phone 
call from my grandson invited me to a four night break in the Hebrides. I jumped at the chance and 
will try to relay some of the wonder of the Isle of Harris and Lewis, which finally turned out to be 
seven nights! 

The Saturday night was spent in Glasgow at a concert given by the Scottish Youth Orchestra, with 
saxophonist, Jess Gilliam. She was terrific; no wonder when I looked her up. She has been a 
presenter on TV and radio, including radio 2, 3 and 4. She was made an MBE in 2021 and promotes 
her own concert series in the North Lakes, besides playing with many National Orchestras. Not bad 
for a a young women in her 20’s! 

Sunday started off well with an early start to Ullapool. We had a couple of stops but still arrived on 
my grandson’s schedule, in unexpected warm sunshine. Then an early night after an excellent meal. 
Off on the 9.30 ferry to Stornaway after watching the seals swimming around the recently arrived 
fishing boats waiting for morning snacks. We were looking forward to our cooked breakfast on the 
ferry but disappointed to find they were only serving rolls. On arrival we were soon established in a 
lovely bnb modern bungalow. The next day was spent touring round the north of Lewis, enjoying 
the lovely scenery, both inland and by the sea. The highlight was a walk around the standing stones 
of Callanish, said to be 5,000 years  old.  

Next day was spent touring the Isle of Harris, which is not a separate island but quite different 
scenery to Lewis, which is the north part of the island. Perhaps it was some different tribes 
thousands of years ago in the north and south and they have never forgotten their borders! This part 
is mountainous and very beautiful, much of it quite remote. I noticed that many of the old crofts 
were being renovated with many sewage and drainage pipes being laid, most with a few sheep in 
the large plots of land surrounding them. The next day should have been spent on the isle of Uist, 
but on realising we would have to set off at 6.30 a.m. to catch a ferry we reluctantly decided to 
forego that trip and look around Stornaway town, castle and surrounding area. Then it was the 
journey home to Bute with an overnight stop at Loch Conon. I haven’t done these beautiful islands 
justice, they are truly unique and well worth the effort of getting there, especially when the weather 
is as good as we had. 

I’m afraid that is all I have time for now as time, as usual, has caught up with me.. 
I hope to write again to you in September to tell you about my exciting summer.  

Best wishes for a good, sunny, warm and carefree summer to you all,  
from Joan (on Bute at the moment) 

        

        
3rd June  Tom 

To join the birthday scheme contact Susan 
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Solve the Maze
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Sudoku
Sudoku is a number puzzle based on a 9x9 grid. The object is to place the numbers 1-9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, column, and 3x3 box contains the same number only once.

M
E
D
I
U
M

E
A
S
Y
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CROSSWORD

Across 
1  Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10) 
7  Musician called for by Elisha when he met the 
kings of Israel, Judah and Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7) 
8  The request that led to the institution of the 
Lord’s Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5) 
10 ‘We are hard pressed on every —’ (2 
Corinthians 4:8) (4) 
11 Fraud (2 Corinthians 6:8) (8) 
13 ‘His troops advance in force; they build a siege 
ramp against me and — around my tent’ 
 (Job19:12) (6) 
15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods 
when he searched his daughter’s tent (Genesis 
31:34) (6) 
17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not 
want you to be—’ (1 Corinthians 12:1) (8) 
18 Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4) 
21 ‘As for man, his days are like—, he flourishes like 
a flower of the field’ (Psalm 103:15) (5) 
22 Or I live (anag.) (7) 
23 Those guilty of 1 Across (Romans13:4) (10) 

Down 
1 ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and 
only Son’ (John 3:16) (5) 
2  ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4) 
3  Mob ten (anag.) (6) 
4 ‘Each — group made its own gods in several 
towns where they settled’ (2 Kings 17:29) (8) 
5  Began (Luke 9:46) (7) 
6  Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10) 
9 Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in 
Bethlehem with her mother-in-law Naomi (Ruth 
2:3) (10)  
12 Put in jail (Acts 22:19) (8) 
14 Aceturn (anag.) (7) 
16 Discharge (Acts21:3) (6) 
19 ‘All these — come from inside and make a man 
“unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5) 
20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him 
glory!’ (Revelation19:7) (4) 
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Platinum Jubilee 
This year Her Majesty The Queen became the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee 
marking 70 years of service to the people of the United Kingdom, the Realms and the 
Commonwealth.  

Celebrations will include The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the Colour) on 2nd June when more 
than 1,400 parading soldiers, 200 horses and 400 musicians will come together. Beginning at 
Buckingham Palace, the Parade will move down The Mall to Horse Guard's Parade, joined by 
Members of the Royal Family on horseback and in carriages. The Parade will close with the 
traditional RAF fly-past, watched by The Queen and Members of the Royal Family from the 
Buckingham Palace balcony. 

Platinum Jubilee Beacons:  The United Kingdom’s long tradition of celebrating Royal Jubilees, 
Weddings and Coronations with the lighting of beacons will also continue. Over 1,500 beacons will 
be lit throughout the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories.

Majesty 
Queen 
First 
British  
Monarch 

Platinum 
Jubilee 
Seventy 
Years 
Service 

United  
Kingdom 
Realms 
Commonwealth 
Celebrations 

Birthday 
Parade 
Trooping  
Colour 
Soldiers 

Horses 
Buckingham 
Palace 
Balcony 
beacons 



Mindfulness Colouring for all ages
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Puzzle Answers

 Easy         Medium
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JUNE ROTAS

2022 Chairs Opening up Door Closing Vestry
Teas & 
Coffees Communion

5th June Susan Julie Lesley & Tom Bill & Joan Bill Julie

12th June John 
Louise & 

John 
Louise & 

John
Louise & 

John Joan R Bill & Joan

19th June
Valerie & 
Norman

Valerie & 
Norman

Valerie & 
Norman

Valerie & 
Norman Susan Julie Joan & Bill

26th June Bill Bill & Joan Bill Bill & Joan Julie Bill & Joan
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