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From our Pastor - Richard Selby…
Dear friends,
Wasn’t it great to be able to worship together this Easter after the previous two years? And it
was the rst time for me since I’ve been at Christ Church. I felt there was a great atmosphere
at the services on Thursday, Friday and Sunday, as we solemnly remembered how Jesus
suffered and then joyfully celebrated that Jesus arose from the dead and what this means to
us. However, COVID still affected us, with some of the congregation unable to join us because
they were quarantining.
But of course, Easter isn’t over after Easter Sunday (or when you’ve nished your Easter Eggs
which for me isn’t very long). Liturgically, we remain in Easter until Pentecost, which this year
is at the beginning of June. Actually, we need to remember that Christians are “Easter
people” throughout the year, as the foundation of our faith is that Jesus died for us and arose
from the dead.
Following Easter, we remember how tough it was for the disciples immediately after Jesus left
them again when he ascended into heaven, even though Jesus had given them clear
instructions and commissioned them to “go and make disciples” and “feed my sheep”. And
this reminds us that we often struggle to do what God calls us to do, just as those rst
disciples did. This is why we look forward to Pentecost, which reminds us how much we need
God’s power in us, through the Holy Spirit.
Continue to look out for opportunities to pray for the streets of Ramsbottom that Christ
Church has been given responsibility for, either by prayer walking or by praying for them in
church with the aid of photographs that John Leyland has taken. I nd it very exciting that
every home in every street in Ramsbottom will be prayed for. Please give it a go, if you’re able
to, as you might be surprised how rewarding it is, with a real sense of God’s presence as you
pray. And the more people who join in, the more powerful the prayer becomes. If we soak our
town in prayer, then we can expect God to do amazing things.
We mustn’t forget that the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend is coming up soon, at the
beginning of June. Look out for details about opportunities to reach out to our town through
a Churches Together “stand” at the event at Nuttall Park on the Friday, plus a special “café” at
church on the Thursday, to which everyone will be invited along with our neighbours and the
people who come to the Pantry.
As always, if you ever want to talk to me about anything or want me to pray with you, then
please call me on 07958 531200.
God bless,
Richard.
Christ Church Of cials

Susan Applegate

Church Treasurer:

John Leyland
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Church Secretary:

minister@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
Tel: 07958531200
secretary@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
Tel: 07814173027
treasurer@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
Tel: 01706 827253
01706 821803
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Pastor:

Church Services Sundays 10.30am
1st May

Cafe Worship

Susan Applegate

8th May

Stuart Chatburn

15th May

Richard Selby

22nd May

Communion Service

Ashley Stans eld

29th May

Richard Selby

5th June

Cafe Worship

Richard Selby

Regular Activities at Church
Tuesdays

Prayer Meeting - usually on Zoom

7pm

2nd & 4th Wednesdays

Bible Study

10.30am

Thursdays

Drop-In Cafe

10am - 12pm

Events
7th May
9.30am - 11am

Ramsbottom Pantry Collection

Holcombe Brook

25th May
7.30pm

Songs for Ukraine

Preston Grasshoppers
Rugby Club

28th May
9.30am - 11am

Ramsbottom Pantry Collection

Holcombe Brook

fi

3

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a famous painting by Dirk Bouts. It is found in the church
of St Peter in Louvain.

When we gather with other Christians to
celebrate the Eucharist and to make our
communion, we are remembering that
special meal Jesus shared with His disciples
on the eve of His arrest and death. But do we
always appreciate what we are doing?
Sometimes the monotony of repetition and
distractions will get in the way. We fail to
recognise Christ’s gift at communion for what
it truly is.
In the 15th century the prosperous burghers of the Flemish town of Louvain commissioned the artist
Dirk Bouts to paint a special altarpiece devoted to the Eucharist for the church of St Peter. Dirk Bouts,
with his imagination, portrayed the Last Supper in a room looking out to his own town of Louvain. The
faces of the servers in the room and the cooks looking through the hatch were modelled on the
burghers who commissioned the work.
Other faces are modelled on theologians at the new university who visited the artist. They wanted to
ensure he kept his theological feet on the ground while his imagination took ight. And so around the
scene of the Last Supper, Bouts has painted Old Testament scenes foreshadowing that holy
communion: Melchizedek offering bread and wine in return for Abraham’s offering, the eating of the
rst Passover, the gathering of the manna in the wilderness, and Elijah wakened by the angel to eat
and drink before setting out for Horeb. Signs of sacri ce, the Passover of the old covenant, daily food
and food for the journey – all key aspects of the communion we celebrate and share in.
Just as the theological faculty reminded Dirk Bouts of all these facets, so the artist is reminding us of
the richness of the distinctive meal we have as Christians. When we see the bread and wine taken up
and offered, we remember not only the Last Supper, when Jesus fed His disciples with the sacri ce of
His life, but those occasions when God reached out to feed His people of old. We rejoice that the
food our Lord gives us in the Eucharist feeds us now and enables us to make our journey through life
to the eternal banquet offered in the heavenly kingdom.

Out and about on the roads? Remember the NEW Highway Code
When did you last read the Highway Code? Various ‘fundamental’ changes were recently made
which will surely affect you.
For example, there is a new hierarchy of road users, where drivers now have new responsibilities to
watch out for people who are walking, cycling, or riding a horse.
Another example is that cyclists are now advised to cycle in the centre of lanes in slower-moving
traf c.
Finally, do you even know how best to open your car door? According to the Highway Code, you
should use your hand on the opposite side to the door you are opening; for example, use your left
hand to open a door on your right-hand side. This will make you turn your head to look over your
shoulder. You are then more likely to avoid causing injury to cyclists or motorcyclists passing you on
the road, or to people on the pavement.
Read all about the new rules at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code
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God in the Arts: A meal to remember

by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.
See www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches and http://www.cis.org.uk

A few years ago I visited the Smithsonian Museum’s Hall of Human Origins. Our guide, the curator of
anthropology, was keen to help Christians understand his research. Whatever you make of the
evidence for human evolution, the fact remains that other species a bit like us were around before
we came on the scene – or in the case of Neanderthals, at the same time.
Part of the exhibit included lifelike reconstructions of the face and hair of several different hominins,
displayed on pillars at the right height for each species. So I could crouch down to ‘meet’ Homo
oriensis or stand tall to look into the eyes of Homo heidelbergensis. Most of these – beings?
creatures? – were on other branches of the evolutionary tree to us, and we share a common ancestor
much further back. I did, however, feel as if I was meeting my forebears.
As I walked between the statues I asked myself, “Why us?” There’s evidence that Neanderthals used
symbolism as we do, and also buried their dead. Did they have the potential to evolve to a point
where they could do similar things to us? The curator explained how, as the ice ages came and went,
human beings moved around but other species appear to have stayed put and suffered the
consequences – they just weren’t ready yet for that big change. As I took in the displays about how
we began to gather socially around a re, make music or write, I felt humbled. We managed to
adapt, but we could so easily have disappeared with the rest.
In his book The Message of Creation, theologian David Wilkinson shares his view that being made in
the image of God has nothing to do with our own cleverness or abilities, but is a gift. God created us
on purpose (I believe through the long slow process of evolution) and chose to enter into a
relationship with us, making us His representatives on earth.
Thankfully I don’t have to gure out how to interact with other human-like hominins today. I do,
however, have an equal share in humankind’s God-given commission to tend and keep creation. Am
I ready to go further than ensuring my own species’ survival - not necessarily because we have
evolved further than our ice-age ancestors, but because I have one of the ‘new hearts’ promised in
Ezekiel 11:19? Can I work together, in a true spirit of humility, with people from all over the world to
ensure the full diversity of life can ourish?
*For resources on this question, try the Faraday Institute, BioLogos, and Christians in Science.

7th May
15th May
23rd May
26th May

Louise
Steve
Susan
Edith
To join the birthday scheme contact Susan
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God in the Sciences: Humility

Favourite or Memorable Hymn
‘Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son’
Here is a hymn that is so well known and loved that it has simply burst the bounds of Easter, and gets
sung regularly at other times of the year. It has two stories behind it.
First, the music. The rousing music did not start out as a hymn, but instead was written by Handel for
his opera ‘Judas Maccabeus’, rst performed in 1746. Originally the words ran ‘See the conquering
hero comes’, for Handel’s opera tells the story (found in the Apocrypha) of the leader of the Jews,
Judas Maccabeus, who led an army against the Syrians and restored worship at the Temple. With its
triumphant refrain after each verse, the music is easy to learn and sing, and can be (and has been!)
played to great effect either by the trumpets, on an organ in a large resonant church, or even on
guitars (!).
Secondly, the words. They were not written until 1884, which was 138 years after the music. We owe
them to the Revd Raymond Budry, a Swiss pastor from Lausanne. Ordained in the Free Evangelical
Church in Vaud, he spent 35 years as the pastor of Vevey on Lake Geneva. Budry wrote the hymn in
French (‘A Toi La Gloire!’) to console himself after the death of his rst wife, and a year later (1885) it
was published in Chants Evangeliques. Soon it found its way into English – translated by a Baptist
minister from Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard Hoyle.
It is not clear who rst had the happy idea of teaming those words with that music, but when they did,
the hymn really took off. By 1904 it was being translated into other languages.
The theme of ‘battle’ is never far from this hymn, whether it was the battle of Judas Maccabeus, or the
battle over sin which was won by Christ on the cross and in rising from the tomb. Easter, of course,
marked the biggest victory over the biggest enemies of all time: sin and death.
What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his battle music had become one of the world’s
most popular and well-known Easter hymns? He was a devout man, working for the poor, praying
twice each day, and attending St Paul’s Cathedral. So, it seems pretty certain that he would be
delighted.
Thine be the glory,
Risen, conquering Son;
Endless is the victory,
Thou o'er death hast won;
Angels in bright raiment
Rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave-clothes
Where thy body lay.

Lo! Jesus meets us,
Risen from the tomb;
Lovingly he greets us,
Scatters fear and gloom;
Let the Church with gladness,
Hymns of triumph sing;
For her Lord now liveth,
Death hath lost its sting.

Thine be the glory,
Risen conquering Son,
Endless is the victory,
Thou o'er death hast won.

No more we doubt thee,
Glorious Prince of life;
Life is naught without thee;
Aid us in our strife;
Make us more than conquerors,
Through thy deathless love:
Lead us in Thy triumph
To thy home above.
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Churches coming together
We currently have 250 partner churches but long to see more. Please pray for even more churches
to capture the heart and vision of Festival Manchester.
Primary Schools
We're creating three 1,000 strong Festival Manchester Soul Children Choirs, who will perform at
the festival. We still need 70 more schools to sign up, please pray God opens those doors.
Social Action Across the Region
As part of Love Where U Live, four banquets are being organised for those experiencing
homelessness. Please pray for open doors, venues, sponsorship and partnership with
organisations already working in these areas.
People Getting Involved
Please pray that as we tell people about how they can volunteer and get involved, we'll see lots of
people signing up.

Every Street Prayed For
We want to cover Greater Manchester in prayer in the lead up to Festival
Manchester, so that every single person in Manchester has had at least
one person praying for them. Will you help make this happen?
It’s easy to get involved. Pick 5 streets, and pray as you walk along them. It’s that simple! And you
can log which streets you have prayed for in the OIKOS Prayer App, so we can keep track of how
many streets across Greater Manchester have been prayed for in the run up to Festival Manchester
and you can see the map ll up as people pray!

Dry and keep your own flowers
Love the owers in your garden just now? Why not preserve them? The art of preserving owers was very
popular in Victorian times, and it is still good fun. It is an inexpensive hobby, for all you really need are some
small owers, some paper and a weight.
Start with something simple like buttercups, daisies, pansies, forget-me-nots or little roses. Even grasses
and leaves work well. The best time to gather them is from lunchtime onwards, after the dew has
evaporated. They mustn’t be too wet, or they will go mouldy. Put the owers into a plastic bag until you get
home.
Then lay them, one by one, onto blotting paper and place a sheet of blotting paper on top. Put all this
between two layers of newspaper, like a ‘sandwich’. You don’t need an expensive ower press – a piece of
wood and a couple of heavy books will be ne.
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Leave the owers under the press for six to eight weeks. Resist the temptation to see how they are doing!
Then near the end of summer, spend an evening opening your ower ‘press’ and using tweezers to carefully
lift out the brittle dried owers. Arrange them on a card and use a gum solution to glue them into place.
You could then cut some sticky clear plastic lm to size, and carefully seal it over the owers. They can
decorate little birthday cards, bookmarks or pictures.

Songs for Ukraine
featuring ‘The Ministers’
a group of NWBA Ministers that have come together to form a
band inc Regional Minister Phil Jump on guitar
An evening of music, quizzes, fun and auction
All money raised going to the BMS World Mission Ukraine Appeal
Wednesday 25 May, 7.30pm at Preston Grasshoppers Rugby Club,
Lightfoot Green Ln, Preston PR4 0AP
Entrance - £20
Further details will be sent out shortly but places can be reserved by emailing Mandy at
admin@nwba.org.uk – entrance fee will be collected on the door on the night.

Prayer for peace in Ukraine
Holy and Gracious God
We pray for the people of Ukraine and the people of Russia; for their countries and their leaders.
We pray for all those who are afraid; that your everlasting arms hold them in this time of great fear.
We pray for all those who have the power over life and death; that they will choose for all people
life, and life in all its fullness.
We pray for those who choose war; that they will remember that you direct your people to turn
our swords into ploughshares and seek for peace.
We pray for leaders on the world stage; that they are inspired by the wisdom and courage of
Christ.
Above all, Lord, today we pray for peace for Ukraine.
And we ask this in the name of your blessed Son.
Lord have mercy.
Amen

War in Ukraine: Appeal for more Bibles
Bible Society is appealing for funds to send more Bibles to Ukraine. It says that Christians in the UK
“can speak hope” into the crisis by providing Ukrainian pastors and churches with more Bibles with
which to share “the love and power of God’s Word.”
Oleksandr, who leads the Bible Society team in Ukraine, tells the story: “A few days ago, a pastor
visited our of ce, asking for Bibles. When he heard that we had none left, he pleaded for Bibles that
were damaged or even copies with pages missing. He said, ‘These Bibles would be of immense
value to my congregation and the community!’ It was heart-breaking.
“God’s Word can help bring comfort, peace, and reconciliation to our nation. We long for more
Bibles.” Details at: https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/donate/
fi
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Hello every one once more from Scotland.
I hope you have all enjoyed the Easter break and enjoyed being together, at last, to re create the
sorrow, the togetherness and the great joy of Easter Day. I thought of you, especially this last
Sunday as I was unable to worship with the congregation here in Rothesay. The reason I will reveal
next month and, I hope, be of interest to you.
April weather has been disappointing, as we have had some nice sunny days, which have been
spoiled by a Northerly wind blowing straight at us from the arctic. So much so that we have had
sleet and snow showers on the wind. As we used to say it was a lazy wind going straight through
instead of round. The worst effect was the hailstones, which stung any skin uncovered. My
daughter’s dogs refused to go out for a while after being caught in one of these downpours and still
stop on the doorstep to make sure it isn’t raining stones on them!
Despite the strong winds and icy showers Spring has de nitely sprung on the island. I don’t like to
brag (especially as I didn’t plant them or look after them) but my two gardenia plants have been so
lovely that people have been stopping and taking photos of them. Due to the winds, cold and rain
they have not owered as long as usual before going brown and dropping onto the pavement,
forcing me to go out and sweep for fear that someone will step on one and slip. Luckily there are
still a lot of buds on so I hope for a further good show. Also the rhododendrons and azaleas have
been owering in many gardens, together with magnolia trees.
In the seating area next to the castle a band stand has been erected, which has not been used much
during the winter, but last week the edges of the cover has been decorated with blue and yellow
owers and looks quite festive. On Friday stalls were being erected and chairs brought round so
there must have been a fair and artistes on Saturday.
During the week between Palm Sunday and good Friday the Rothesay churches had a service each
evening in a different church with a different reverend taking each one. On Sunday morning there is
a son rise service at the ruin of St. Blanes abbey. It is the usual time of 7.00 a.m. and is a good car
ride from Rothesay so I have never been. Also, as there is no habitation over there, the promise of
breakfast isn’t an option.
I’m afraid I must cut this short now as I am late and don’t want to arouse the editor’s annoyance by
being too long or short to ll the space she may have allocated to me.
I hope to have something more interesting to tell you next month.
With best wishes from Joan on Bute.
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Letter from Bute -18/4/2022

May Prayer Diary

Please take time each day to pray for the event or the person mentioned in the
diary. If you are unsure what to pray or are unsure who the people are, then simply
pray that God might bless them and keep them safe.

Sunday

1

Our Service today led by Susan

Monday

2

Helen

Tuesday

3

For technology that continues to
connect us

Wednesday

4

Edith

Thursday

5

Bury Floating Support Service at Calico

Friday

6

Gina & Jake

Saturday

7

For Festival Manchester

Sunday

8

Our Service today led by Stuart Chatburn

Monday

9

Susan

Tuesday

10

For Rammy Pantry Clients

Wednesday

11

For those attending Slimming World

Thursday

12

Steve & Diana

Friday

13

For Street Pastors, Bury

Saturday

14

Marjorie

Sunday

15

Our Service today led by Richard
10

Monday

16

Connie

Tuesday

17

For the work of Rammy Pantry

Wednesday

18

Angela, Gerard, Erin & Niamh

Thursday

19

For the Recorded Music Society
members

Friday

20

Ben, Catherine, Jessica & Harry

Saturday

21

Brian & Joanna

Sunday

22

Our Service today led by Ashley Stans eld

Monday

23

Karen

Tuesday

24

For those who live in the Great Eaves
Road area

Wednesday

25

Freda E

Thursday

26

For our Drop-In Cafe

Friday

27

Lesley & Tom

Saturday

28

For those attending Baby Ballet

Sunday

29

Our Service today led by Richard

Monday

30

Barbara & Michael

Tuesday

31

For those who attend Jo Jingles
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thebigchurchread.co.uk
What is The Big Church Read?

It’s churches, organisations or individuals committing to read through a chosen book together at a
chosen time, meeting in small groups either in person or online to talk about what they’ve read.

How does it work?

A reading plan is sent to you which means you’ll be able to read through the book as a group over
a 4 to 8-week period. Each week during the Big Church Read, an exclusive video is released on the
website (thebigchurchread.co.uk/watch/) where the author of the chosen book will talk you
through the themes in that week’s section.
You can either meet as a group to watch this together and then discuss the chapters you’ve already
read, using the video as a reminder, or be inspired by the video to read the chosen sections in the
week ahead so that you can meet again the following week to discuss. It doesn’t matter, the
important thing is that you read through the book at a set time each week, and meet to discuss it
with others.
Questions are provided to get you started in free downloadable resource packs at
thebigchurchread.co.uk/join-in/

When does it happen?

A brand new Big Church Read is run three times a year, the dates are on the website. You can either
join in live reading through the book together online — or start at any point once the video and
resource material is live.

Is there a charge to take part?

No. Aside from getting hold of a copy of the book, taking part in the Big Church Read is completely
free – all of the content and resource material to support you in reading through the book is
provided directly to you once you let us know you’re taking part.

How do I get hold of the book?

You can order a copy of the book directly from the website or from your local christian bookshop
(Antioch Bookshop in Rawtenstall).

Anything else?

If you enjoyed the book, tell others! Join in with the conversation online with other churches who
are doing the Big Church Read by connecting with our social media accounts on Twitter and
Facebook.
If you’re following the Big Church Read as an individual, then why not encourage a group of friends
to join you, perhaps from your church or workplace. Or buy a copy of a book you’ve enjoyed as a
gift for a friend or relative. The key with the Big Church Read is to share the passion for reading
with as many people as possible and put more books in more hands.
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Solve the Maze

13

Sudoku

Sudoku is a number puzzle based on a 9x9 grid. The object is to place the numbers 1-9 in the
empty squares so that each row, column, and 3x3 box contains the same number only once.
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CROSSWORD

Across

1 Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11)
9 ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7)
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his side’ (Exodus32:27)
(5)
11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in the temple
was torn from— to bottom (Matthew 27:51) (3)
13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4)
16 ‘Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought
——and doesn’t do it, sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2)
17 Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6)
18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4)
20 ‘As far as the east is from the—, so far has he
removed our transgressions from us’ (Psalm
103:12) (4)
21 Sign (Luke23:38)(6)
22 ‘After that, Jesus poured water into a basin and
began to—his disciples’ feet’ (John 13:5) (4)
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which
swallowed up the good ears in Pharaoh’s dream
(Genesis 41:23) (4)
25 Has(anag.)(3)
28 ‘This is the account of Shem, Ham and Japheth,
—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5)
29 ‘I will...make them drunk, so that they...sleep
for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 51:39) (4,3)
30 Paul said of him,‘he often refreshes me and is
not ashamed of my chains’ (2 Timothy 1:16) (11)

Down

2 Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)
3 ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20)
(4)
4 ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly —
appeared with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (4)
5 Slip (anag.) (4)
6 ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the
door, and he will become your servant for
life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4)
7 Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
8 ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all
people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11)
12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6)
14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3)
15 ‘He...became obedient to death, even death on
——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5)
19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7)
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her
tears’(Luke7:38)(3)

24 One who worships Brahma,Vishnu or
Shiva(5)
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4)
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills; where does my
—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4)
27 One of those whom the Lord said would be
taken from Jerusalem and Judah as judgment
on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4)

A prayer for Ukraine
Lord, we pray for Ukraine, a nation in which 70% of the population call themselves Christian. You,
Lord, make wars cease to the end of the earth; you break bows, shatter spears, and burn shields with
re [Psalm 46:9]. And so, we ask you now to save the lives of many people in Ukraine. De-escalate
this crisis. We hear of wars and rumours of wars (Matt. 24:6], but you Lord are our rock, our fortress
and our deliverer. Our hope is in you. And so we address the nations now. In the name of Jesus we
say: “Be still and know God! He is exalted among the nations; He shall be exalted in the earth
[Psalm 46:10]. Kyrie eleison – Lord have mercy.
Ukraine
War
Cease
Earth
Break

Bows
Sha er
Spears
Burn
Shields

Fire
Save
many
Lives
Crisis

Lord
Our
Rock
Fortress
Deliverer
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Mindfulness Colouring for all ages

Puzzle Answers

Easy

Medium
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MAY ROTAS
2022

Chairs

Opening up

Door

Closing

Vestry

Teas & Coffees

1st May

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Bill

Bill & Joan

8th May

Susan

Susan

Lesley & Tom

Susan

Joan R

Susan & Lesley

15th May

John

Louise & John

Louise & John

Louise & John

Susan

Louise & John

22nd May

Bill

Bill & Joan

Bill & Joan

Bill & Joan

Julie

Bill & Joan

29th May

Diana & Steve

Susan

Steve

Susan

Louise

Susan & Lesley

Communion

Susan &
Lesley

