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From our Pastor, Richard Selby…
Dear friends,
I think this is a wonderful time of year. The days are quickly getting longer, there’s warmth to the
sunshine, and owers are appearing everywhere. But there’s another reason why this is such a great
time of year, and that’s because it’s Easter, which is a wonderful time for every Christian. Easter is a
rollercoaster of emotions, from the solemnity of Maundy Thursday, the horror of Good Friday and
the joy of Easter Sunday. And like any good rollercoaster, you need the downs as well as the ups.
Without remembering how Jesus suffered and died on Good Friday, we cannot fully experience the
joy of his resurrection and what this means to us, on Easter Sunday. You will, of course, have the
opportunity to experience this “rollercoaster” at our church this Easter, with services on Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
On Good Friday, as well as the service in the morning, the church will be open from 2:00 to 4:00pm
for a time of prayerful re ection on the sacri ce that Jesus made for each one of us. You’re welcome
to drop in for however long you want. You’ll nd details of all the services elsewhere in the
newsletter.
I’d also like to draw your attention to two special Circuit Services during April. On Sunday 3rd, at
3:00pm at Christ Church, there’s a service to celebrate the ministry of Eden eld Methodist Church
following its closing. And then on Sunday 24th, at 6:00pm at Bolton Road Methodist Church, we’ll
being saying farewell to Rev. Chris Haines, who is leaving this Circuit before heading off to Central
America for a new and exciting season of his ministry.
As we continue to prepare for Festival Manchester, which will be a massive evangelistic event this
summer, we’ll start to prepare by praying. Prayer should always be the rst thing we do when we
prepare for anything, so that we build on strong foundations. This prayer will include prayer
breakfasts on the second and fourth Saturdays of each month, and also by praying for the streets of
Ramsbottom, either by prayer walking or by praying for them in church. Each church in Ramsbottom
will be assigned a list of streets in their vicinity, ensuring that every street is prayed for. If you’ve
never tried prayer walking, I encourage you to have a go if you’re physically up to it. I nd it very
powerful, as God shows you what to pray for behind the closed doors of the street, and sometimes
there’s a tangible sense of God’s Spirit moving as you pray. Just to clarify, the prayer isn’t just for
Festival Manchester, it’s primarily for the people living and working in our community to come to
know Jesus and for their wellbeing.
Given what’s going on as I write this, I cannot nish without saying something about the dreadful
situation in the Ukraine. It’s easy to feel helpless, but we’re not. We can do three things: we can give
money either through an organisation such DEC or the BMS (the latter going straight to Baptist
churches in eastern Europe); we can offer to accommodate someone or a family who have escaped
from Ukraine; and most importantly we can pray. I watched a video by the NWBA of a Baptist
minister from Eastern Europe explaining what the churches in that area were doing to help refugees,
and it challenged me to wonder whether our church would be willing to tolerate so much disruption
to our normal activities. For example, would we be willing to suspend our services so that we could
accommodate refugees in our building? It reminds us that we worship God through showing His
love in action just as much as by singing hymns and listening to sermons on a Sunday morning.
As always, if you ever want to talk to me about anything or want me to pray with you, then please
call me on 07958 531200.
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God bless,
Richard.

Church Services Sundays 10.30am
3rd April

Churches Together Lent Series - 6
“I am the way, truth and the life”

Richard Selby
Steve Gaskell

3rd April 3pm

Circuit Service
Celebration of the life and work of
Eden eld Methodist Church

Kathy Selby

10th April

Churches Together Lent Series - 7
“I am the true vine”

Richard Selby
Ian Fleming

14h April
7.30pm

Maundy Thursday
Communion Service

Richard Selby

15th April
10.30am

Good Friday Service

Richard Selby

17th April

Easter - All Age celebration
Communion

Richard Selby

24th April

Richard Selby

24th April
6pm

Circuit Service
Farewell to Rev. Chris Haines

Bolton Road

1st May

Cafe Worship

Susan Applegate

Regular Activities at Church
Tuesdays

Prayer Meeting - usually on Zoom

7pm

2nd & 4th Wednesdays

Bible Study

10.30am

Thursdays

Drop-In Cafe

10am - 12pm

Festival Manchester
Worship and Prayer Event

@ Audacious
Church

15th April
2pm - 4pm

Good Friday
Prayer and Re ection

@ Church

24th April

Church Meeting - after service

@ Church

26th April

Church Of cers meeting

@ Church
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2pm or 7pm

fi

fi

Events

3

God in the Arts: ‘In a grove lit only by a kiss’
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a famous masterpiece by Giotto

Holy Week, as its name tells us, is the most important, holiest week
in the Church’s year, when we follow Jesus from His triumphant
entry into Jerusalem, to the Upper Room, to Calvary and to the
garden of the tomb. As we make that journey each year, we are not
just remembering past events. We are celebrating how eternity
touched Jerusalem in that rst Holy Week and how eternity can
touch our lives now.

Reprinted by kind permission of the Arena Chapel, Padua.

To create that impact and that realisation, the week is brim-full of
colour and variety in its worship, full of action and movement, full of
processions and music. But we might think it is a week with very
little silence.

Yet the silences are there if we look at the Gospels closely. We enter an upper room and catch our
breath when Jesus announces a betrayer. Peter denies our Lord, a cock crows, and a bleak stillness
falls on that scene. In the palace Jesus stands accused, no words are spoken, and the governor
wonders in the silence. And there is silence by the cross until the ninth hour. The silence does fall
during Holy Week, punctuating the crises of these tense days. It is conveyed with dramatic force in
this Gethsemane scene: Peter Firth’s poem describes it as ‘a grove lit only by a kiss.’ The painting is by
Giotto, ‘The Kiss of Judas,’ and is part of an amazing series of frescoes he painted for the Arena
Chapel in Padua from 1305-06.
At rst glance it is a scene of frenzied activity: burning torches wave in the sky, weapons are wielded,
and a ram’s horn blown. The cohort of soldiers advance on Jesus, and Peter tries to defend Him by
cutting off a soldier’s ear in his anger. One of the religious leaders points to Jesus in the centre of the
painting.
And it is there that the tragic stillness falls as our eyes focus on the eyes of Jesus: that steady,
discomforting gaze into the eyes of Judas the betrayer. Judas’ cloak seems to engulf Jesus, but it
cannot blot out the look of our Lord.
The face of Judas is troubled, and the look of Jesus seems to burrow deep into that anxiety, beneath
the surface into his heart.
In Holy Week they are eyes that look out to us. The face of Jesus is turned in our direction, saying,
‘Yes, you may follow Me in the heady excitement of Palm Sunday. But will you also follow Me into this
garden, on the way of My cross to the foot of Calvary, and beyond to the empty tomb of Easter
morning?’

Christ Church Of cials
Pastor:

Richard Selby

minister@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
Tel: 07958531200
secretary@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
Tel: 07814173027
treasurer@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
Tel: 01706 827253
01706 821803

Church Secretary: Susan Applegate
Church Treasurer: John Leyland
Church Telephone:
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God in the Sciences:
The Wonder and the Sorrow of PCR Tests

by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.
See www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches and http://www.cis.org.uk

PCR tests are a fact of life for most of us at the moment. As a biologist who was doing this procedure
long before most people had heard of it, I take secret delight in people’s use of the acronym. Let me
open the laboratory door and share the wonders it conceals.
The swab that you, or someone else, pokes down your throat and up your nose goes into a tube
containing a little liquid. That liquid is then heated or mixed with a chemical to kill any live virus
particles, then puri ed to get rid of every part of the virus except RNA.
The test is actually RT-PCR, the rst step being Reverse Transcription by an enzyme that converts any
RNA present into DNA. Multiple copies of that DNA are then made using the Polymerase Chain
Reaction. Reverse transcription produced one half of a DNA helix, like one side of an unzipped zip.
The enzyme DNA Polymerase is a little like the zipper, except as well as zipping up it also
manufactures the other half of the zip using DNA subunits that have been added to the tube. This
process works because a bit like a zip, the two sides of the DNA helix are mirror images of each other.
If that new helix is unzipped, DNA polymerase can then make a new strand on both sides.
The beauty of PCR is in its simplicity. Multiple rounds of heating
(which melts the DNA helix strands apart) and cooling (which
allows the enzyme to make new DNA) produce more and more
mirror-image DNA strands.
Scientists often have stories to tell about the wonders they study,
or make use of, in the lab. Sadly, if this particular process works it
means that there was probably COVID-19 in the sample, and someone may be about to become
quite ill.
Do you live with similar tensions in your own life? Perhaps you sell a fantastic product that most
people in the world can’t afford. Maybe you love taking care of people, but your role only exists
because others live with great physical or mental challenges.
For the Psalmists, a relationship with God was forged in the confusing space where the struggles of
life mingled with praise for creation and trust in Him. How can we learn from these inspired ancient
writers, celebrating the wonders we experience in our day-today lives while also lamenting the
world’s brokenness, praying for healing and justice?
This post is reproduced, with permission, from licc.org.uk.

11th April
27th April

Joan R
Marjorie
To join the birthday scheme contact Susan
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Favourite or Memorable Hymn
See, what a morning
This month, as we approach Easter, I have chosen a modern hymn written by Stuart Townend (Born
1963) & Keith Getty (Born 1974) entitled “See what a morning” (Resurrection Hymn).
I think the rst time I remember singing this was when the Music group learned the song to sing at
an Easter service led by Rev Christine Jewitt. It has remained one of my favourite Easter hymns ever
since.
Stuart and Keith are modern day hymn-writers and have collaborated on a number of songs
together. They have enjoyed writing what they call ‘story’ songs. This one is based on Matthew 28 v
1-10.
Keith wanted to write a triumphant melody and as soon as he came up with this idea he heard the
word ‘Resurrection’ – a song for Easter morning or at the beginning of worship. This excited them
both as it would tell the truth that Christ is Risen.
Stuart wanted to convey the immediacy of the Easter morning experience, to bring it alive and show
how it changed history forever.
The rst verse sets the scene, with a sense of anticipation as dawn begins we see the sun rising, the
confusion of the folded grave clothes, then the angels announcing Christ Is Risen.
The second verse sees Mary’s pain, her weeping as she mourns. But then, as Jesus speaks her name,
“Mary”, the joy that must have lled her heart as she realised he was risen. She just wanted to run
and tell everyone.
The third verse is a response of praise as we realise the amazing consequences of Christ’s
resurrection for our lives, drawing us into a relationship with God. As we see all that is going on
around us and in the world at this time, we realise that more and more people need to know and feel
God’s love. The words that stand out are:
“Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered; and we shall reign with Him, for He lives,
Christ is risen from the dead!”
It may seem strange to say death is dead, when we see so many people suffering and dying, but we
can be comforted that because Jesus overcame death we too have a hope, and a future, because of
God’s love for each one of us.
I pray that this Easter, no matter what you are feeling, or how you are coping, that you can feel the
hope, love and peace that Jesus can bring.
God Bless you all
Susan

See what a morning, gloriously bright,
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem;
Folded the grave-clothes,
Tomb lled with light,
As the angels announce Christ is risen!
See God’s salvation plan,
Wrought in love, borne in pain,
Paid in sacri ce,
Ful lled in Christ, the Man,
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead!
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See Mary weeping: ‘Where is He laid?”
As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb;
Hears a voice speaking,
Calling her name;
It’s the Master, the Lord raised to life again!
The voice that spans the years,
Speaking life, stirring hope,
Bringing peace to us,
Will sound till He appears,
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead!

One with the Father, Ancient of Days,
Through the Spirit
Who clothes faith with certainty;
Honour and blessing, Glory and praise
To the King crowned with power and authority!
And we are raised with Him,
Death is dead, love has won,
Christ has conquered;
And we shall reign with Him,
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead!
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As a joint Baptist/Methodist Church we have a system whereby any collections made for Easter or
Harvest are split equally between Baptist and Methodist Missions.
As Easter approaches I thought it would be good to remind us all that a few years ago the church
agreed to stop asking for extra giving at Easter, Harvest and various other collections, instead we
make a donation from church funds. To do this we asked our members to increase their weekly
Sunday giving, by a small amount, whatever they felt they could afford. I understand that you may be
nding it dif cult with the present nancial climate, but by giving a small amount weekly it makes it
easier than a lump sum later and we can guarantee a donation from our church.
The Easter Offering is split between Methodist and Baptist overseas Missions. The ‘Methodist Women
in Britain’ each year prepare an Easter offering service on behalf of the World Mission fund in which
each church presents its donation. The service this year will be held at Tottington Methodist Church at
3pm on Sunday 12th June. This year’s theme is entitled ‘ Tell her story. Tell our story’. The Bible verse
they have chosen for this year is Proverbs 31 v 25-26
“Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth
with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue”.
Susan
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Easter Offerings and other collections

Good Friday 2-4pm
The church will be open for quiet, personal
and led prayer, and re ection. Drop in for
however long you wish.

Prayer Breakfast
We are proposing to hold prayer breakfasts on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of
each month, starting at 8:30am. Holcombe Brook will have hosted the rst of
these on Saturday 26th March.
Future dates and venues are still to be arranged
Easter Meal
This will be an afternoon tea instead on Easter Saturday 16th April. Volunteers are required to bake
homemade cakes. Churches are asked to see if there are new people living alone who would
appreciate the event and it is requested that if they did nd them, please also nd drivers to bring
them.
Easter Sunday Sonrise service
7.00am, and as the area of the hill that we used to stand on is rather overgrown, we will hold this
either in the Emmanuel church yard as last year or, if the work is complete, we can use the area
behind Holcombe School where there is a cross. We will con rm nearer the time.
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April Prayer Diary

Please take time each day to pray for the event or the person mentioned in the
diary. If you are unsure what to pray or are unsure who the people are, then simply
pray that God might bless them and keep them safe.

Friday

1

Debbie, Chris, Zach, Connor, & Sophia-Mai

Saturday

2

For technology that continues to
connect us

Sunday

3

Our Service today led by Richard and Steve

Monday

4

Alice

Tuesday

5

For those who attend Jo Jingles

Wednesday

6

Julie

Thursday

7

For Rammy Pantry Clients

Friday

8

Dorothy

Saturday

9

Jude & Paul

Sunday

10

Our Service today led by Richard and Ian

Monday

11

Valerie & Norman

Tuesday

12

For Festival Manchester

Wednesday

13

Joan A

Thursday

14

Bury Floating Support Service at Calico

Friday

15

Good Friday – for all Jesus has done for us
10

Saturday

16

For Street Pastors, Bury

17

Happy Easter!
Thank God for the resurrection

Monday

18

For those who live in the Great Eaves
Road area

Tuesday

19

For the work of Rammy Pantry

Wednesday

20

For those attending Slimming World

Thursday

21

For the Recorded Music Society
members

Friday

22

Kate

Saturday

23

For the Church meeting tomorrow

Sunday

24

Our Service today led by Richard

Monday

25

Freda

Tuesday

26

For the Church Of cers meeting tonight

Wednesday

27

Richard

Thursday

28

For our Drop-In Cafe

Friday

29

Helena

Saturday

30

For those attending Baby Ballet

Sunday
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Hello again down there in Ramsbottom.
I hope you have all been keeping well and that this dreaded COVID virus is dying down again.
Unfortunately as one strain fades another seems to start again somewhere else and spread out from
there. We have had a lot of it around on the island since Christmas, although it seems to have been
less virulent than the previous strains.
The ferries have been hit badly with crew members testing positive or being near someone that has
been positive. When this happens the vessel is withdrawn from service immediately and “deep
cleaned”. This can mean it being out of service for one half of a day to a full day or sometimes even
longer as a full new crew has to be installed. This happened to my daughter last Friday. Luckily she
was on an app which warned her that the 6pm and the 8pm were off. As they couldn’t catch the
6pm and weren’t sure about the 7pm (8pm being the last) they decided to go to catch the ferry to
Dunoon and travel over the hills to the Rhubodoch ferry at the top end of the island. It took almost
an hour longer but they were on the island, and we had a lovely family get together with great
weather. It seems a lot of fuss about a ferry but it can make such a difference to a day.
Spring is de nitely on the way, if not already arrived. Even the sun has been shining continuously for
ve or six days and the weather forecast is the same for the rest of the week and into next week,
although the wind is still quite cold. The public
gardens have been cleared of the winter plants ready
for the spring owers to be planted, and the trees on
the promenade are in bloom. They are unusual as
they are like lollipops and are trimmed each year.
They have also planted a tree in the middle of one of
the putting greens. I don’t know if that is an obstacle
or if they have changed the use of that lawn. We will
probably have to wait until Easter when putting starts
again to nd out!
The town is coming to life again now with shops and cafés reopening, one of the larger hotels
advertising for staff and the largest one rumoured to be in the last stages of being sold. The
problem again is going to be the ferries, as visitors, weekend or daily, are not going to come over if
they are not sure to get back.
The swans are enjoying the sunshine as they drift around the coastline but none have taken up
residence on the castle moat. On a ride out the other day we saw a large bird hunting over a nearby
eld. I hadn’t realised that they were so big. I would like to go on one of the wildlife organised
walking trips but my feet won’t agree. I am looking out now for migrating birds ying over the bay
but haven’t seen any ocks yet.
What there have been are plenty of navy ships and shing boats, even when the sea has been quite
rough. The aircraft carrier, Queen Elizabeth, came up the Clyde last week and out again three days
later. She is enormous and made the lighthouse look like a toy.
I wish you a happy Easter and look forward to hearing about your special services and meals. (I
always think of the Good Friday service and breakfast each year with great pleasure). May God
bless all your gatherings during Easter week.
Good wishes from Joan.
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Letter from Bute - 21/03/2022

Solve the Maze

13

Sudoku

Sudoku is a number puzzle based on a 9x9 grid. The object is to place the numbers 1-9 in the
empty squares so that each row, column, and 3x3 box contains the same number only once.
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Down

1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A
‘don’t know’ in matters of faith (8)
9 In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3)
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush
(Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus
13:30) (6)
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it,
making it unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13)
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he
washed his disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5)
22 The sixth plague to af ict the Egyptians (Exodus
9:9) (5)
23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley
of Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel
17:10) (4)

1 ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I
— — my face from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)
2 Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea,
Micah, and so on (5)
4 ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — ,
who is the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6)
5 An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5)
6 Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C.
Douglas, which became a 1953 lm starring Richard
Burton (3,4)
7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4)
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who
married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:28) (6)
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure —
oweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free
indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us
from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4)
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CROSSWORD

WORDSEARCH

The last Passover
On the night before He died, Jesus ate His last Passover meal with His disciples. He then transformed
the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying of the bread and wine that, ‘this is my body’ and ‘this is
my blood’. Jesus, the Lamb of God, was preparing to die for the sins of the whole world. John’s
gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper took place the evening BEFORE the regular Passover
meal, and that later Jesus died at the same time that the Passover lambs were killed.
Jesus then astonished the disciples by washing their feet. He said: “A new command I give you: love
one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” His disciples were to love through
service, not domination, of one another. In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum
novum do vobis’. The word ‘maundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or command).
Passover
ate
last
disciples

Love
Lord
Supper
bread

wine
body
blood
Lamb

God
die
sins
world

John
gospel
killed
feet

washing
transformed
command
maundy
service

Mindfulness Colouring for all ages

Puzzle Answers

Easy

Medium
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APRIL ROTAS
2022

Chairs

Opening up

Door

Closing

Vestry

Teas & Coffees

3rd April

Susan

Susan

Lesley & Tom

Susan

Joan R

Susan & Lesley

10th April

John

Louise & John

Julie

Louise & John

Susan

Louise & John

17th April

Bill

Bill & Joan

Bill & Joan

Bill & Joan

Julie

Bill & Joan

24th April

Diana & Steve

Richard

Steve

Richard

Louise

Julie

Communion

Louise &
Julie

