Christ Church
Ramsbottom

December 2021

From our Pastor, Richard Selby…
Dear friends,
Despite being a pretty rubbish year (because of COVID), it seems to have gone quickly, and here
we are hurtling once more towards Christmas. At least things are looking better than last year, and
we can look forward to singing some carols together in church. We’ve even planned a proper Carol
Service on Christmas Eve, something we could only dream about last year!
But we mustn’t become complacent. As I write this, I was supposed to be preaching at a Baptist
church “up the valley” on Sunday but was told this morning that they’ve suspended services in their
church due to a COVID outbreak and reverted to online only. And so this afternoon I recorded my
sermon in my living room, like in the “bad old days”, and sent them the video. And then this
evening, I heard that the person who was due to preach at Bolton Road has tested positive and I’ve
been asked to go there instead. So COVID hasn’t gone away and is still messing things up. Let’s
pray that all our Christmas services can go ahead as planned.
Let’s also pray that we can reach out to our neighbours this Christmas and share with them the truth
about Jesus and the peace, joy and hope that faith in Jesus gives us and can give them as well. To
help us to do this, we’re going to distribute Christmas material for both children and adults with the
hundred Christmas hampers that the Pantry will be distributing. This will include a card with our
Christmas service details in. Why don’t you invite someone you know to one of our Christmas
services? Never forget that Jesus is by far the best Christmas present you could ever give someone.
As we approach Christmas, we must remember to keep Jesus at the centre of our planning and
celebrations. It is his birthday that we’re celebrating after all! And this means not just celebrating
that Jesus was born as a cute little baby in a stable, but celebrating that God loves us so much that
He came to this world in human form to save us from our sin and offer us an eternal life in His
Kingdom. This is the true message of Christmas: the greatest love story ever.
As always, if you ever want to talk to me about anything or want me to pray with you then please
call me on 07958 531200.
God bless,
Richard.
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Church Services Sundays 10.30am
5th Dec

All Age Advent
Gift Service in aid of Boaz Trust

Richard Selby

12th Dec

Advent

Richard Selby

19th Dec

Advent Communion Service

John Prior

24th Dec
6.30pm

Carol Service

25th Dec
9.30am

All Age Service

26th Dec

No Service

2nd Jan

Epiphany

Richard Selby

Richard Selby

Regular Weekly Activities at Church
Tuesdays

Prayer Meeting - usually on Zoom

7pm

2nd & 4th Wednesdays

Bible Study

10.30am

Thursdays

Drop-In Cafe

10.30am - 12pm

Whats On December - January
2nd December

Christmas Crafternoon - Card Making

1-3pm

7th December

Circuit Meeting

7.30pm

9th December

Christmas Crafternoon - Decorations

1-3pm

12th December

PROPOSED
Church Christmas Social

After Service

11th January

Church Of cers Meeting

7.30pm

16th January

Covenant Service
Including 50th Anniversary Celebration

10.30am

23rd January

Church Meeting

After Service
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Reverse Advent Calendar
Collection for Rammy Pantry

In order to support Rammy Pantry this
December, we would like to encourage
every person or family to donate an item
for each day of December. Its like an
Advent calendar except you give
s o m e t h i n g e v e r y d a y rat h e r t h a n
receiving.
Just put one item in a box or bag
everyday, 7 x items per week. If
donating items for Christmas please
ensure they are deposited at church in
the rst couple of weeks of December.
Food items maybe deposited anytime
during December
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Favourite or Memorable Hymn
Away in a Manager
This month being Advent I decided to choose a Carol to write about. This hasn’t been easy but I’ve
picked a traditional Carol “Away in a Manager”. This must be one of the most well known carols that
we sing, and was rst published in the late 19th century, but its origins are not clear.
It was believed to have been the work of the German, Martin Luther, as it was originally called
“Luther’s Cradle Song”. He used to sing it to his own children and, after his death, German Mother’s
would sing it to their children, passing from one generation to another.
However, it is now thought to be wholly American in origin. The most common musical settings to this
hymn are by William J Kirkpatrick 1895 and James Ramsey Murray 1887. However Murray’s melody
appeared without credit to him, as it was said he only arranged the accompaniment. It was instead
attributed to “Carl Mueller” and is widely known as Mueller.
What they do know about this carol, is that the rst 2 verses were rst published in 1885, in
Philadelphia, and that the 3rd verse was added in the early 1900’s and was written by John T
McFarland. This he did to enhance a children’s program he was arranging.
The song is about how our Saviour was born, sung sweetly and almost as if singing a lullaby to baby
Jesus himself. The Biblical inspiration for this carol would be taken from Luke’s Gospel, chapter 2 in
which it describes the birth of Jesus. The carol is usually referred to as a children’s carol, sung by
children, but as I get older the words, especially of the last verse, are very special.
We are all Children of God, all loved by God, with Him walking by our side. As such we are reassured
that whatever we have to contend with in life, God is always there and will help us through. The words
may be simple but the meaning is so powerful. So when you next hear this carol don’t just sing it,
think more about the words.
Wishing you all A very Happy and blessed Christmas.
Susan
Away in a manger,
No crib for His bed
The little Lord Jesus
Laid down His sweet head
The stars in the bright sky
Looked down where He lay
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay

The cattle are lowing
The poor Baby wakes
But little Lord Jesus
No crying He makes
I love Thee, Lord Jesus
Look down from the sky
And stay by my side,
'Til morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus,
I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever
And love me I pray
Bless all the dear children
In Thy tender care
And take us to heaven
To live with Thee there
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God in the Sciences - Meditation on the Incarnation

by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. See
www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches and http://www.cis.org.uk

After the bright beam of annunciation
fused heaven with dark earth
His searing sharply-focused light
went out for a while
eclipsed in amniotic gloom:
His cool immensity of splendour
His universal grace
small-folded in a warm dim
female space
This extract from Luci Shaw’s poem Made Flesh captures something of the wonder of the moment
when the second person of the Trinity became an embryo.
How does a single cell turn into an infant, and what does that process say about us – and God?
These are the questions that Professor Jeff Hardin, a developmental biologist, asks himself. Having
studied theology as well as science, he has a unique perspective on embryonic development.
A new-born baby is made of around ve trillion cells. These cells come in hundreds of different
types, each of which must be in the correct place for the child’s body to function properly. Every new
life is the result of intricate and highly ordered processes. Three things must happen as an embryo
develops.
The rst important process is for cells to take on their identity as types of muscle, bone, nerves, and
so on. The second is when each cell learns which part of the body it belongs to. Third, those cells are
moved around to form the different tissues and organs. These three are not discrete stages, but they
all happen at around the same time, building up gradually like the different aspects of a picture
coming into focus.
All three of these processes are driven forward by the movement of cells, the connections between
them, and the signals they pass to each other. Jeff studies a sort of cellular glue which is involved in
joining cells together. Making and breaking these adhesions can affect how cells move and signal to
each other, their identity in the body, how they are organised as groups, and ultimately their
survival. This glue is found on the surface of cells throughout the animal kingdom, including the
small worms Jeff’s lab studies.
For Jeff, peering down a microscope at tiny worm embryos can be an act of worship. It is also an
exercise in art appreciation, as he learns to appreciate the created order. Understanding the
complexities of development, while also being aware that God knows that process intimately both
as Creator and created, lls Jeff with a profound sense of awe, wonder and worship.
Does the minute scale of our early development, compared to the incomprehensibly vast and
ancient universe, give us a sense of insigni cance? Psalm 8 says, “When I look at your heavens, the
work of your ngers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that
you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?”
For Jeff and the Psalmist, such feelings can be a positive experience if they serve as a reminder to be
humble in the face of a universe that is vastly complicated but also deeply meaningful, made by a
God who loves each one of us.
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The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with ‘The Annunciation to the Shepherds’ by Sano di Pietro. It
now hangs in the Vatican. It can be found at:
https://www.wikigallery.org/wiki/painting_232130/Sano-Di-Pietro/The-Annunciation-to-the-Shepherds

‘In that region there were shepherds keeping watch over their
ock’
In the Old Testament shepherds were greatly valued and treated
with respect. Patriarchs, prophets and kings had all tended
sheep. Job, a rich man, owned 14,000 sheep. David was tending
sheep when he was called by God and anointed by Samuel.
But as the Israelites settled in towns and cities and turned to
farming, attitudes towards the shepherds changed. As the New
Testament opens, shepherding had become a dirty, lonely life,
away from civilisation. Shepherds could not observe the daily
rituals of their faith, and so they had a low status in society,
looked down upon by orthodox Jews.
But out in the countryside with just the hills and the plains and the open air, St Luke tells us that it
was there that God’s message was proclaimed and heard. Cities and towns had walls and barriers,
as Bethlehem has today. But in the elds at night, there were shepherds, watching and alert, ready
for any eventuality. And so, they were the rst to hear of the birth of a Saviour.
‘The Annunciation to the Shepherds’ is this month’s painting by Sano di Pietro. We know little about
this Italian artist apart from some dates. He was born in Siena in 1406 and died there in 1481. But he
has left us a legacy of beautiful and sensitive paintings. As we look at this scene, we see the human
details: two shepherds huddled by the reside with their dog, all three looking up to see the angel,
and a spear by the side to ward off thieves and predators. The sheep are safely in their pen, black
and white eeces huddled together for warmth. In the sky the angel appears, bearing an olive
branch in one hand and with the other pointing to Bethlehem in the distance.
Luke has already told us of another annunciation, with Gabriel visiting Mary. Artists loved to portray
this scene and often showed a lily, the symbol of purity, in their paintings. Here there is the olive
sprig, a symbol of peace to reinforce the angelic message of peace in the birth of the Saviour. Luke
goes on to tell us how Jesus brought new meaning and peace to all those like the shepherds who
were nobody in the eyes of people, but everything to the eyes and heart of God.
Jesus in His teaching often turned to the theme of sheep and shepherds, with parables about lost
sheep, gates to the fold, and hireling shepherds. Just as the faithful shepherds were prepared to
give their lives to protect the ock, so Jesus the Good Shepherd gave His life for the world – a death
that would bring the peace and reconciliation shown in that olive branch held by the angel. At this
Christmas time we rejoice with the heavenly host to proclaim the birth of this Prince of Peace and we
commit ourselves to that work of peace and shepherding. Howard Thurman wrote these words:

fl

fi

fi

fi

fl

fi

‘When the song of the angels is stilled…
when the shepherds are back with their ocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to nd the lost, to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.’
7
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God in the Arts:

Christ Church Christmas Charity Donations
Dear All,
Every year in Advent Christ Church likes to sponsor a number of charities, and, as we have quite a few
new members this year, I thought it would be good to outline the charities we support at this time.
Christmas is a special time of year for Christians, in that God sent us the gift of His Son Jesus. As
Christians we like to show God’s love, by helping those less fortunate than ourselves, not just at
Christmas but all year round. However, Christmas is a time for giving and we traditionally have a
number of events in December where we emphasise giving.
I know the last 20 months have been particularly hard and people may be struggling nancially, so
please don’t feel you have to support them all. However, if there are some events you can’t attend, but
would like to support please see John or myself.
I also encourage you to pray for these charities and their clients who bene t and get help and support
from these organisations.
May you all have a blessed Christmas
Susan
Christ Church Ramsbottom Secretary

The Charities

Firstly, from 1st December, we encourage our members to participate in the Reverse Advent Calendar,
in aid of our Charity, Ramsbottom Pantry. We would like to encourage every person or family to
donate an item for each day of December. It’s like an advent calendar except you give something
every day rather than receiving. Just put one item in a bag every day or 7 items per week. If you are
donating Christmas items ensure they are deposited in the rst 2 weeks before Christmas.
Secondly, we hold our annual Gift Service on the rst Sunday in December, this year being 5th
December, which is in aid of Boaz Trust. This year we are asking for cash donations, which will be used
to buy goods for their free shop where the refugees and asylum seekers have access to food and
essentials tailored to their needs.
Boaz Trust was founded in 2004 to address the needs of the growing numbers of destitute
asylum seekers in Greater Manchester, whose asylum cases had been refused and who had
nowhere to turn to for help. Every month they usually run a Free Shop at Boaz for clients who
have had their asylum applications refused and who are not allowed to claim bene ts or work.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, this had to be stopped and instead they have been making
deliveries of food, toiletries and other essential items directly to their clients.
For further information their website is at https://www.boaztrust.org.uk.
Thirdly, at our Carol Service on 24th December we will have a retiring collection in aid of Bury
Hospice.
For further information their website is at https://www.buryhospice.org.uk
And nally, on Christmas Day, we have a retiring collection in aid of Action for Children.
For further information their website is at https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk
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Letter from Bute - 12/11/2021
Hello again, just a little update from Bute.
Autumn is fast disappearing with the onset of a couple of winter Atlantic storms arriving in the last
week or two. There is still some colour in the trees but also as much on the ground where the leaves
have fallen. This is the time of year when it is dif cult to avoid the puddles as a lot of drains are
blocked by leaves and there aren’t enough to start with.
The public gardens have all been cleared of the lovely autumn owers, which seems a shame as
they were still owering and good to look at. Perhaps the workmen have to turn their hands to
Christmas lights, trees, etc. now. A kind of bandstand was built on the paved space in front of the
castle in September/October so whether this is going to be used for entertainments of some kind I
will have to wait and see! This space and the square in Rothesay have been very popular during this
excellent summer with tables and chairs set out (properly distanced) and the local cafes serving
take-away food and drink and, quite often, some form of entertainment on Saturdays. There will be
much less room now as this bandstand is right in the middle!
I haven’t seen many migrating birds up to this time. There have been many ocks going across the
bay in previous years but I have only seen a few ocks of geese this year. There are two male robins
visiting the front garden every day and they seem to be getting on quite well and not at all
aggressive as in previous years. It is amusing to see one or other of them sitting on St. Francis’s
head, a bit like playing “I’m King of the castle”.
Church activities have started up again and are gently drawing people back. St. Johns Church had a
musical afternoon last week serving tea and cakes while local pianists played and talked about the
music. It was very pleasant and brought people in as it was a nice afternoon.
We have started our services and it was good to see many faces we hadn’t seen for months. Church
meetings are being held and the mums and tots group are meeting. We are still using masks inside
public buildings, shops and transport. On the 20th of November we are having a baptismal service
at the evangelical church (the only one with a pool on the island). As it is only small a relay is being
set up in our own church in order to accommodate everyone with enough spacing between. After
the service there will be refreshments at the largest church on Bute. It is good to see so much mixing
of congregations. The following day all three candidates will become church members.
We are planning a candlelight carol service on the 19th of December and will be singing heartily in
spite of having to wear masks! It feels like we are moving slowly back to normality.
I wish you all a happy Christmas and a healthful and peaceful New Year. God bless you at this time
and in the future,
From Joan on the Isle of Bute

Be kind

Try to be kind to each other this Christmas: many of us could do with some gentle encouragement.
Depression and anxiety have risen by more than a quarter since the pandemic, according to the rst
global estimate of Covid’s impact on mental health last year. The reduced interaction of people, the
increase in isolation, coupled by high infection rates, were the cause of more than 125 million extra
cases of depression and anxiety disorders in 2020.
The ndings, published in the Lancet, reported that globally, depressive disorders have increased by
28 per cent, and anxiety by 26 per cent.
fi
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December Prayer Diary

Please take time each day to pray for the event or the person mentioned in the
primary diary. If you are unsure what to pray or are unsure who the people are, then
simply pray that God might bless them and keep them safe.

Wednesday

1

For those attending Slimming World

Thursday

2

For the Recording Music Society members

Friday

3

Joyce

Saturday

4

Diana

Sunday

5

For Richard leading All Age Worship today

Monday

6

Kathleen

Tuesday

7

Circuit Meeting this evening

Wednesday

8

For technology that continues to connect
us

Thursday

9

For Rammy Pantry Clients

Friday

10

John & Louise

Saturday

11

For those attending Baby Ballet

Sunday

12

Our Service today led by Richard

Monday

13

Christine S

Tuesday

14

For those who attend Jo Jingles

Wednesday

15

For those who live around Great Eaves Road
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Thursday

16

Bury Floating Support Service at Calico

Friday

17

Bill & Joan

Saturday

18

For Street Pastors Bury

Sunday

19

Our Service today led by John Prior

Monday

20

Bill & Pauline

Tuesday

21

For the work of Rammy Pantry

Wednesday

22

Betty

Thursday

23

All those spending Christmas alone

Friday

24

For a successful Carol Service

Saturday

25

Thank God for the birth of Jesus

Sunday

26

Church leaders taking church into a new year

Monday

27

Audrey

Tuesday

28

Debbie, Chris, Zach, Connor, & Sophia-Mai

Wednesday

29

Alice

Thursday

30

Julie

Friday

31

Pray in the new year
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Solve the Maze

13

Sudoku

Sudoku is a number puzzle based on a 9x9 grid. The object is to place the numbers 1-9 in the
empty squares so that each row, column, and 3x3 box contains the same number only once.

E
A
S
Y

M
E
D
I
U
M

13

CROSSWORD

Across
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews
(Exodus 25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got
caught in a tree during a battle with his father (2
Samuel 18:14-15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South
America in the 15th and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in
Brussels, Nurse Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and
unleavened bread, was the Passover menu for
anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his
well-known hymn(7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

fl
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Down
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm
34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man ees though no one pursues,
but the righteous are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs
28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who
married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest
of his family and joined David (1 Samuel
22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and
pleasing to God’ (Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish
ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will ____ his people

WORDSEARCH

Christmas
Christmas is nearly here! Two thousand years ago the Jews were longing for the coming of their
Messiah. The Old Testament had promised that when He came, He would preach good news to the
poor, bind up the broken hearted, proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for
the prisoners, proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, comfort all who mourn and to bestow on His
people a crown of beauty instead of ashes. Jesus did all those things. He was and is the Son of God,
and whoever has seen Him has seen the Father. Whoever believes in Him will have the best gift of
all – His Spirit within them, which gives them eternal life.
Messiah
Broken
Heart
Freedom
Darkness

Favour
Prisoners
Comfort
Mourn
Bestow

Crown
Beauty
Ashes
Son
God
Jesus
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Seen
Father
Whoever
longing
thousand

Mindfulness Colouring for all ages

17

17

Puzzle Answers

Easy

Medium
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DECEMBER ROTAS
2021

Chairs

Opening up

Door & cleaning

Closing

Vestry

Teas &
Coffees

28th Nov

Bill

Bill & Joan

Bill & Joan

Marjorie

Louise

Bill & Joan

5th Dec

Susan

Susan

Lesley & Tom

Susan

Julie

Julie & Susan

12th Dec

John

John & Louise

John & Louise

John

Susan

John & Louise

19th Dec

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Joan R

Bill & Joan

24th Dec

Susan

Valerie &
Norman

Susan

25th Dec

Susan

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Communion

Susan &
Julie

