Christ Church
Ramsbottom

November 2021

From our Pastor, Richard Selby…
Dear friends,
The weather is certainly getting cooler and the nights are drawing in, and Christmas is being
mentioned quite a lot in the press. I’m glad we’re not still having to go outside in the car park to
sing! But even though it’s cold outside, don’t forget that there’s always a very warm welcome in our
church for everyone. And not only on a Sunday morning, but also to our Bible Study at 10:30am on
the second and fourth Wednesday of every month; and to our café on each Thursday morning from
10:30am to midday.
Speaking of welcomes, it was wonderful to welcome four new members to our church on 24th
October: Mary, Christine, Tom and Lesley. I hope that we’ll be welcoming many other new members
in the coming months and years, not for the sake of our church looking good, but because I’m
mindful of what Jesus tells us in Matthew 9 verses 37 and 38 “The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest eld.”
Let’s all pray that God will send us more workers to gather in the plentiful harvest in Ramsbottom.
I’m sure that if we listen to God and remain obedient, then He will send us more workers.
Also, don’t forget our AGM on 28th November.
As always, if you ever want to talk to me about anything or want me to pray with you then please
call me on 07958 531200.
God bless,
Richard.

Street Pastors (Bury)
Street Pastors Bury have been managing to put a team out almost every Friday and Saturday night
each weekend since the end of lockdown. This is despite several members deciding that they can no
longer commit to going out for various reasons.
They have also lost many of their prayer pastors, which has been a huge loss as their support has been
vital. They have asked that we lay this on our hearts and if you want to know more or join them on a
night out as an observer please have a word with John Leyland who will put you in contact with the
Street Pastors organiser.
They have also requested that the church pray for volunteers on a regular basis as knowing that local
churches are praying for them each weekend is greatly appreciated therefore Street Pastors will be a
regular entry on the prayer diary.

Christ Church Of cials
Pastor:

Richard Selby

minister@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
Tel: 07958531200
secretary@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
Tel: 07814173027
treasurer@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
Tel: 01706 827253
01706 821803

Church Secretary: Susan Applegate
Church Treasurer: John Leyland
Church Telephone:
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Church Services Sundays 10.30am
31st Oct

Richard Selby

7th Nov

All-Age Service

Susan Applegate

14th Nov

Remembrance Sunday

David Isherwood

21st Nov

Service with Communion

Kathy Selby

28th Nov

1st Sunday in Advent

Richard Selby

5th Dec

All Age Advent
Gift Service in aid of Boaz Trust

Richard Selby

Regular Weekly Activities at Church
Tuesdays

Prayer Meeting - usually on Zoom

7pm

2nd & 4th Wednesdays

Bible Study

10.30am

Thursdays

Drop-In Cafe

10.30am - 12pm

Whats On November - January
23rd Nov

Church Of cers Meeting

7.30pm

28th Nov

Church AGM - after the service

11.40am

24th Dec

Carol Service

6.30pm

25th Dec

All Age Service

9.30am

26th Dec

No Service

16th Jan

Covenant Service
Including 50th Anniversary Celebration

10.30am

Nominations for Church Officers
This year we have one of cer who stands down after faithfully serving us for six years, Julie Howarth,
Marjorie Burgum and Bill Raw are up for re-election and two of cers have resigned.
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If you would like to nominate Bill and Marjorie, or anyone else, for election at the AGM on 28th
November, please check they are willing to stand and then contact Susan for a nomination form, which
requires signing by the nominator, seconder and the nominated person.
Susan will remind us of this nearer the time but please pray for guidance and blessing on these
people.
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Caring for Creation

Canon Paul Hardingham considers the COP26 climate conference

This month sees the eagerly anticipated COP26 climate conference in Glasgow. As Christians, we need
to hold together two key insights, if we are to engage with the challenge of climate change:
The world is not ours:
‘The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ (Psalm 24:1). The world is not ours, but God’s! If we
understand this, we will rediscover the responsibility of our calling to care for God’s world: ‘The Lord
God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.’ (Genesis 2:15).
This challenges our consumer mindset, that says the resources of the earth are both limitless and exist
for our pleasure. As well as caring for the planet, we also need to care for its people, for it’s the
poorest who will suffer the most from climate change. According to the World Bank, 100 million could
fall into poverty by 2030. We cannot properly address the climate crisis until we re-learn our place in
God’s world!
We belong to Christ:
We also belong to the one in whom: ‘all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through
him and for him.’ (Colossians 1:16). We can look forward to the climax of history when God will restore
the broken world and make everything new. We are empowered by Christ to take our proper place as
stewards of the earth, as we share in this hope. We are called to love God and neighbour, and care for
the planet by living simply, recycling, conserving energy and choosing reusable options.
However great the climate crisis gets, as Christians, we can engage in it with faith and not with
fatalism!
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Reverse Advent Calendar
Collection for Rammy Pantry

In order to support Rammy Pantry this December, we would like to encourage
every person or family to donate an item for each day of December. Its like an
Advent calendar except you give something everyday rather than receiving.
Just put one item in a box or bag everyday, 7 x items per week. If donating
items for Christmas please ensure they are deposited at church in the rst
couple of weeks of December. Food items maybe deposited anytime during
December

God in the Sciences - Should We Have Faith in Science?
by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. See
www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches and http://www.cis.org.uk

How do you feel about science after more than 18 months of pandemic: tired or interested,
impressed or cynical – or a bit of everything? The response to COVID-19 has demonstrated how
ideology or worldview are hugely in uential in our interpretation and use of scienti c data – and at
times in the process of experimentation itself. Should we trial a vaccine in Spain or South Africa? Is
this treatment safe enough to administer to the general public? Should vaccination be made
compulsory? The data don’t tell us what to do.
So, when we are encouraged to ‘trust the science’ in our ongoing response to the pandemic, or in the
run-up to the COP26 UN climate change conference, how can the Church respond? The whole
biblical story af rms that God is the only one in whom we can have complete faith. On the other
hand, I do put a certain amount of trust in other things. I can have faith in a plane, a body of
knowledge, or a person. This trust is within limits because I know that air travel involves hazards, a
body of knowledge will contain some mistakes, and every ordinary human is fallible.
I trust science to some extent because it involves careful observation and measurement, collecting
different kinds of evidence. Data is interpreted, and competing interpretations are tried out. We
summarise our ndings in general principles or mathematical equations. Scientists keep each other
accountable by looking critically at each other’s work. Our knowledge is always provisional. You can’t
prove anything scienti cally because we only deal in evidence, not proof.
On the other hand, there must always be the potential to disprove a theory or it’s not science. Our
aim is to keep getting nearer to the truth about the way the world is. Overall, I believe this method is
reliable and worth supporting, but that only God is completely trustworthy.
Psalm Eight reminds us both of the splendour of God’s creation, and that He has placed us in a
position of responsibility over it. Scienti c knowledge can be part of what helps us to rule well. The
process of doing science can be a bit like a blurry image coming into focus. The more we learn, the
better we can usually see what’s going on, and hopefully the easier it is to decide on a course of
action. So in answer to the question ‘Should we have faith in science?’ I would say yes, when used
wisely and within its proper limits.
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The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with El Greco’s ‘The Saviour’.

The philosopher Wittgenstein gave the following advice to people
visiting an art gallery or exhibition: never try to rush through all the
paintings on show, but instead choose just one painting. Sit in front of
it for twenty minutes. Then get up and leave the art gallery. It is
dif cult advice to take to heart because we feel we want to get our
money’s worth from an exhibition, especially if we have paid an
entrance charge. Once in the gallery we then feel so overawed by the
number of paintings on show and the pressure of the crowd that we
go quickly from one canvas to the next.
The rushing around at a gallery is part and parcel of the way we meet
each day. We rush out of habit, and we rush because everyone else is
rushing. Our world seems set in the fast lane. Carl Honoré in his book
‘In Praise of Slow’ tells how, as a busy journalist, he experienced a
ashback to a time in his youth when life was unhurried. He re ects,
with regret, that it was a better life then.

‘El Greco, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons’.

If we do want to take Wittgenstein’s advice seriously and nd ourselves in the National Gallery in
Edinburgh, we could do no better than choose to sit in front of this month’s painting: El Greco’s ‘The
Saviour.’ El Greco was born in 1541 in Crete. From Greece he travelled to Venice and Rome and nally
to Toledo in Spain where he died in 1614.
His art is a fusion of eastern and western traditions, given extra fervour by the Counter-Reformation
and resulting in a unique style of painting. His canvases are peopled by elongated gures who seem
always to be straining upwards, just as the Counter-Reformation was exhorting the faithful to set their
sights on heaven as they made their journey through life.
In his early years in Crete El Greco trained as an icon painter, and that is much in evidence in ‘The
Saviour.’ It shows a half-length gure of Christ – he was to paint a fuller gure later. This Christ like an
icon is looking out at us, with his right hand raised to bless us and this world, while the left hand holds
that same world in His care. We can see in the eyes an inner strength, but also the poignant sadness of
longing for this is a Saviour who has come through suffering and death to bring us new life.
As we look and see, we nd here in El Greco’s work a Christ-calmed steadiness amid the spinning
world of rush and busyness. The nearer we draw to this Jesus, the slower we will nd ourselves
spinning. The duties and responsibilities that demand so much from us take their place in the wider
perspective of the Saviour’s grace and love. Then we can begin to experience that peace which the
world cannot offer, but which Christ can bring.
The rst step in that process is to stop and look. The Curé d’Ars, a parish priest in France in the early
19th century, told how he noticed an old man sitting at the back of his church every day. He didn’t
seem to be doing anything, just sitting there in the same place at the same time, looking towards the
Blessed Sacrament on the High Altar. Eventually the young priest became suspicious. He asked the
man what he was doing. ‘I’m praying,’ came the reply.’ Yes, but what exactly is it you do?’ enquired the
priest. ‘Well, I look at Him and He looks at me.’
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God in the Arts: ‘All you who pass this way,
look and see’

Favourite or Memorable Hymn
The Heart of Worship
Matthew James Redman (known as Matt) was born in 1974 in Watford and is best known as a
worship leader and song writer. You may be surprised to know that Matt can’t read music, but has
always liked messing around with words. He surrounds himself with musicians and pours out his
heart and lets his mind guide it so that his songs are passionate and purposeful. I recently came
across a video in which he explained how he came to write the song “The Heart of Worship” and I
thought it would be good to share it with you for this month’s memorable hymn.
It all started back in the 1990’s when the pastor at Matt’s home church, Soul Survivor in Watford,
decided to go back to basics, getting rid of their high-tech sound equipment for a season and
focusing on what worship was all about by lifting their eyes to God.
The idea was to go into a room with just their voices and the bible, strip it all away and check they
could still bring an offering to God. Matt, and his wife Beth, found themselves redundant, he had
been the music leader and now that was taken away from him. This made him ask some questions:
“What are my motives when I’m up there on stage? Am I doing it as service or am I trying to build
my own little thing?
For him it was a great moment as a musician to refocus, so he wrote this song describing what
happened. He thought it was just personal to him but began to realise it was for others too, and
with a few changes to the words it became a congregational hymn.
During the last 18 months worship has been different for all of us not being able to meet or even
sing together until recently. You could say we had our own period of getting rid of our usual form of
worship, enabling us to concentrate on worshiping Jesus. We were at home, we could sing, pray,
read our bibles and, with technology, connect with other ways of worship without worrying about
what others thought, unless of course you were part of the online service. But that too meant we
wanted to get it right and if something went wrong we could rerecord it. We could also try out new
things, but we could also concentrate on Jesus.
I think whenever I hear this song from now on I will always remember this time, when everything
stopped and we just simply came to God. We searched for answers, we looked for guidance, we
depended on God and that is how it should always be.
So as you read the words of this hymn, think how things have changed, and consider how you went
back to the basics of worship. Back to Jesus, giving him your whole life, and nding out what he
wants from you, and how you can learn from this experience.

I'll bring You more than a song
For a song in itself
Is not what You have required

You search much deeper within
Through the ways things appear
You're looking into my heart
I'm coming back to the heart of
worship
And it's all about You
It's all about You, Jesus
I'm sorry Lord for the thing I've
made it

When it's all about You
It's all about You, Jesus
The King of endless worth
No one could express

How much You deserve?
Though I'm weak and poor
All I have is Yours
Every single breath

7
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When the music fades
All is stripped away
And I simply come
Longing just to bring
Something that's of worth
That will bless your heart

Bible Reading Notes
Do you use Bible Reading Notes? Are you thinking of trying a different version for 2022? If so, keep
reading for the current options from the main Bible Reading Notes publishers.

Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF)
All BRF notes are for four months,
3 issues per year.

Day by Day with God is a collection of Bible reading notes speci cally written for women by women.
£4.75 per issue
Guidelines offers four months of in-depth study, drawing on the insights of current scholarship. Its
intention is to enable all its readers to interpret and apply the biblical text with con dence in today’s
world, while helping to equip church leaders as they meet the challenges of mission and disciplebuilding. Guidelines provides weekly units, broken into six sections, plus an introduction giving context
for the passage, and a nal section of points for thought and prayer.
£4.75 per issue
New Daylight is for everyone on their daily journey with God and is the only one that has a large print
version. £4.75 per issue or £5.95 for the large print editions.
The Upper Room has meditations that are written by the readers themselves, who seek to share the
insights of their faith with others, thus providing a personal take on each passage and a different style
each day. Each daily meditation includes a suggested Bible reading (you will need a Bible), with the
key verse written out in full, together with a re ection, prayer and thought for the day. Questions for
weekly small group study are also included. £4.75 per issue
Bible Re ections for Older People are re ections designed to bring hope, assurance and
sustenance, reminding the reader of the presence and love of God. In each issue are 40 Bible
re ections and prayer suggestions to use and revisit as often as is needed. £5.25 per issue.

Scripture Union
Daily Bread is a Bible reading guide that aims to help you hear from God as you read the
Bible. If you've ever asked the question, 'What possible relevance can this have for me
today?' or 'What difference does this make to my life?' then read on…
£4.99 every quarter
Encounter with God is a daily Bible reading guide designed to look deeper at Bible
passages to help you understand what God is saying to you and to his world today. As well
as daily content, its feature articles provide insights into Christian spirituality, tackle
contemporary issues, and pro le teachers who inspire.
£4.99 every quarter

Waverley Abbey

Every Day with Jesus and Inspiring Women Bible reading notes are available digitally for free and by
post in the UK. “God has called us back to the original vision of CWR to provide these notes to
everyone who needs them, regardless of their circumstance or ability to pay.”
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However, for those who want to support this free programme, Everyday with Jesus
and Inspiring Women are still available to buy for £3.49 for each two month issue.
Fresh From the Word: Brings together top theologians, biblical scholars, creative writers
from around the world, cutting-edge church leaders, activists for peace and justice and a
range of others. It offers 365 sets of notes, prayers and suggestions for action on biblical
themes.
This fresh approach to Bible reading is aimed at new readers of the Bible from across the
church, as well as anyone seeking a faithful, creative and challenging conversation with
the Bible every day of the year and is £10.99 for the year.
For more information about any of these notes and how to get them, or about notes for children and
teens, talk to Valerie.

ANTIOCH CHRISTIAN BOOKROOM'S

CHRISTMAS
COFFEE
MORNING
SATURDAY 6TH OF NOVEMBER
10AM TO 1PM
SHOP OPEN 9:30AM TO 1PM
KAY ST BAPTIST CHURCH
BB4 7LS
BOOKS, CARDS, GIFTS
ADVENT CALENDARS
FAIRLY TRADED FOODS
AND MORE!

November Prayer Diary

Please take time each day to pray for the event or the person mentioned in the
primary diary. If you are unsure what to pray or are unsure who the people are, then
simply pray that God might bless them and keep them safe.

Monday

1

Susan

Tuesday

2

Steve & Diana

Wednesday

3

For those attending Slimming World

Thursday

4

For the Recording Music Society members

Friday

5

Marjorie

Saturday

6

Connie

7

For Susan leading the All Age Worship
today

Monday

8

For technology that continues to connect
us

Tuesday

9

For those who attend Jo Jingles

Wednesday

10

Angela, Gerard, Erin & Niamh

Thursday

11

For Rammy Pantry Clients

Friday

12

Church leaders taking church into a new
society

Saturday

13

Ben, Catherine, Jessica & Harry

Sunday

14

Our Service today led by David Isherwood

Sunday

10

Monday

15

Freda E

Tuesday

16

For those who live around Great Eaves Road

Wednesday

17

Lesley & Tom

Thursday

18

Bury Floating Support Service at Calico

Friday

19

Ian & Joan

Saturday

20

For those attending Baby Ballet

Sunday

21

Our Service today led by Kathy Selby

Monday

22

Sara

Tuesday

23

For Church Of cers as they meet tonight

Wednesday

24

Norma

Thursday

25

For the work of Rammy Pantry

Friday

26

For Bury Street Pastors

Saturday

27

Mary

Sunday

28

Our Service today led by Richard and for the
Church AGM

Monday

29

Christine C

Tuesday

30

Estelle and Allice

fi

11

Letter from Bute - 23/10/2021

Hello again friends, here are a few memories and comments of September/October 2021.
Things seem to be getting back to normal here on Bute unless you fancy a cup of tea or coffee or a
meal after 4 p.m. as coffee shops seem to close around 4 o’clock and restaurants are mainly
remaining closed due to lack of staff.
Due to the continued good weather there are a lot of visitors coming for a few days or weekends to
the island. They must be disappointed when looking for some refreshments. Generally the town
seems to be picking up, with shops that have been closed for a few years being refurbished and
ready to open. Unfortunately the antique shop you may have seen on TV has closed and moved
down south to Norfolk, but already the premises are now being changed and brought up to date.
As I said the good weather continued during September and the rst week of October but has
since deteriorated into mainly sunny spells and showers, which seems to have caused a later start
to autumn. I went on a car ride around the Kyles of Bute this week and was amazed at the colours
of the bracken, giving a backdrop of beige, brown and orange to the green, orange, yellow and
browns of the trees. To add even more colours to the scene were the vivid and frequent rainbows.
The sea has been a source of interest as NATO exercise Joint Warrior was taking place off the west
coast of Scotland and many of the warships came up and down the Clyde. Most (or all) of the cruise
ships which have been docked on the Clyde during the lockdown have slipped away to start their
journeys again, mostly around the British Isles at the moment. Last Wednesday a coastguard van
passed with lights ashing, followed closely by an ambulance and two police vehicles. The 9
o’clock ferry set off and also went in the direction of Port Bannatyne instead of going across the bay
and into the Clyde. A helicopter appeared and went slowly backwards and forwards in the bay,
obviously searching for something or someone. We later heard that a body had been recovered by
the Tignabruich lifeboat. A tragic end to our mornings excitement.
This coming Sunday our church are at last returning to normal services (although masks still have to
be worn). It will be so good to join in worship with many people who have not worshipped
together for nearly a year. In November there will be a baptismal service, when three of our
congregation will be baptised in the pool at the local Evangelical Church. The two ladies have
waited nearly twelve months for this great day as it was originally planned for Easter. A young man
of nineteen, who was converted during the lockdown will also be baptised and all will be
welcomed into membership the day after at the morning service.
I hope you are all keeping well and that no further restrictions will be imposed in England or
Scotland.
With love and best wishes from Joan.

26th November

Bill
To join the birthday scheme contact Susan
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Solve the Maze

13

Sudoku

Sudoku is a number puzzle based on a 9x9 grid. The object is to place the numbers 1-9 in the
empty squares so that each row, column, and 3x3 box contains the same number only once.

E
A
S
Y

M
E
D
I
U
M
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CROSSWORD
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Across
1 In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of these were
killed (2 Samuel 10:18) (11)
9 ‘No — , impure or greedy person has any inheritance in
the kingdom of God’ (Ephesians 5:5) (7)
10 City on the banks of the River Nile (5)
11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)
13 Taverns (4)
16 ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 Corinthians
16:13) (4)
17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour his anger for
ever’ (Psalm 103:9) (6)
18 and 27 Down Where the magi came from and what
guided them (Matthew 2:1–2) (4,4)
20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)
21 She married Esau when he was 40 years old (Genesis
26:34) (6)
22 A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)
23 Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic clerics
(abbrev.) (4)
25 ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made
it a — of robbers’ (Luke 19:46) (3)
28 Annie (anag.) (5)
29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)
30 Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem (Revelation
21:20) (11)

15

Down
2 ‘We have a building from God, an eternal house in
heaven, not built by — hands’ (2 Corinthians 5:1) (5)
3 Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)
4 ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; ne —
have been poured upon me’ (Psalm 92:10) (4)
5 — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)
6 ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him from the
dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7)
7 ‘Our — is in heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)
8 ‘This is a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) (11)
12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)
14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ (John
12:14) (3)
15 Liverpool dialect (6)
19 ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8)
(7)
20 Nineteenth-century German physicist after whom the
unit of electrical resistance is named (3)
24 Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of a grape
(Numbers 6:4) (5)
25 ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself and
take up his cross and follow me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)
26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible for
condemning hundreds of Christians to cruel deaths (4)
27 See 18 Across

WORDSEARCH

Poppies
It was 100 years ago this month, on 11th Nov 1921, that Remembrance poppies were sold for the rst time
in British and Commonwealth countries to commemorate military personnel who died in war.
Amid the mud, blood and carnage of trench warfare in World War 1, tens of thousands of bright red
poppies had grown, marking the graves of the fallen. This led John McCrae, a Canadian army physician
who had lost a colleague, to write “In Flanders Fields”,
In Flanders elds, the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, y.
This image inspired the adoption of a red poppy as the symbol of all soldiers who had died in con ict. In
the UK they are sold by the Royal British Legion to raise funds for current and former members of the
British Armed Forces. Around 30 million poppies are sold each year.
Remembrance
Poppies
Sold
Countries

Commemorate
Military
Personnel
Mud

Blood
Carnage
Trench
Warfare

Thousands
Bright
Red
Graves

Fallen
Flanders
Fields
Symbol
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Mindfulness Colouring for all ages

16

16

Puzzle Answers

Easy

Medium

19

NOVEMBER ROTAS
2021

Chairs

Opening up

Door & cleaning

Closing

Vestry

Teas &
Coffees

7th Nov

Susan

Susan

Lesley & Tom

Susan

Julie

Susan & Julie

14th Nov

John

John & Louise

John & Louise

John

Joan R

John & Louise

21st Nov

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Valerie &
Norman

Bill

Susan & Julie

28th Nov

Bill

Bill & Joan

Bill & Joan

Marjorie

Louise

Bill & Joan

Communion

Bill & Joan

You're invited to our new

Drop-in Cafe

for free coffee and cake.
From 10:30am to 12:00
every Thursday in the
Christ Church building.

