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Sundaymorning servicebegins at 10.30am
2nd Feb

Joanna

Cafe Worship

9th Feb

Richard Selby

Communion

16th Feb
23rd Feb

John Hughes
Chris Haines

Regular Weekly Activities at Church
Sundays

Pre-service Prayer meeting

Drop-in anytime
9.30am-10.15am

Tuesdays

Prayer meeting

7pm

Wednesdays

Bible Study

10.45am

Wednesdays

Lunch Club

12pm

Thursdays

Little StarsToddle group

9.30am

Friday

Music Practice

6.30pm

Saturday

Community cafe

9.30am - 12.30pm

What’s on this Month
1st Feb

2.30pm

Induction Service for
Richard Selby

@Church

9th Feb

12.30pm

ChurchMeeting

@Church

10th Feb

8pm

Getaway Club

@Church

Monthly Message
The Rev Paul Hardingham considers self-discipline during Lent.
This month sees the start of Lent, the season of penitence, self-examination and fasting
running up to Easter. Fasting can be a neglected discipline, but it plays an important part in
the Christian life. Jesusbegan His earthly ministry by fasting in the wildernessfor 40 days and
He taught His disciples to fast (i.e. not if but ‘when you fast, put oil on your head and wash
your face, so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father,
who is unseen.’ (Matthew 6:17,18).

Why Fast?
Firstly, giving up something in my life underlines my desire to put God first in my life.
Secondly, fasting showsme how much I depend on things other than God in my life, so I can
surrender my idols to Him. Thirdly, fasting encourages me to have a deeper hunger and
dependency for God in my life. Therefore, fasting gives me spaceto humbly focus on God for
His strength, provision, and wisdom and results in a more intimate relationship with Christ. It
also enables the Holy Spirit to reveal my true spiritual condition, leading to brokenness,
repentance, and a transformed life, with a heart more attentive to God.

How can I fast?
Usuallyfasting involves missing one or two mealsduring the day, although some can’t abstain
from food for medical reasons.It might also include abstaining or limiting the time I give to
television, alcohol or socialmedia. However, Lent can also be a time to embrace new spiritual
disciplines e.g. joining a study group, ‘random acts of kindness’, or giving more time to
prayer and Bible study. Whatever you do, makeLent count this year!

Who is Richard Selby
I’ve been asked to write something about myself and how I ended up as the pastor at Christ Church and
Edenfield, so here goes!
I’m married to Kathy, who you may know as the Methodist Circuit Superintendent. We have two grown up
children, a married daughter who lives nearby in Radcliffe and a son who lives in London. We have a 19 month
old granddaughter who we look after every Friday and my daughter is expecting again quite soon.
My parents were Church of England and when I was a young child we went to David Watson’s church in York.
But then we moved to Cheltenham and my parents couldn’t find a church they liked so we stopped going!
Then, at university in Leeds I met Kathy, who coaxed me into the Methodist Church. I realise now that for
several years I wasn’t really a Christian despite going to church most Sundays. But then I read a book by David
Watson (I picked it up because I recognised the name) that led me to properly put my faith in Jesus, which
transformed my life. But my faith was a bit dry and powerless until I was filled with the Holy Spirit for the first
time at an Easter People conference.
My interests outside of church are hillwalking and bird watching. I go running in the winter to keep fit and to
relax. I also like cars and driving and have a little open topped sports car (my retirement present to myself). On
a nice day I enjoy a drive through the Dales or Wales with the roof off to go for a walk up a hill – and if two or
three days of good weather coincide with some spare time I’ll pack my very little tent in my very little car and
go camping in the Lake District or Scotland.
I studied Mechanical Engineering at Leeds and after graduating I designed industrial gas turbines, specialising
in fluid dynamics and thermodynamics. But after a couple of years I decided it would be more interesting to
write the computer programs that we used and I became the company’s first ‘Technical Programmer’, hence
embarking on an increasingly dull career in IT. I ended up working for Hewlett-Packard as an IT Services
consultant. I was increasingly working away from home, which was getting tedious, so I accepted an offer of
redundancy and took early retirement. That was 5 yearsago.
I was worried that I wouldn’t have enough to do to keep me busy when I retired but was reassured when I
heard God tell me that “doors will open and it will be obvious at the time”. And doors certainly opened very
soon! I started volunteering at The Message Trust in the Partnerships team, which was great fun and a privilege
to be involved in what they do. Then the Eden Bus manager (at that time) asked me to be a trustee and
treasurer for a new charity that he had founded, called Embassy,which now provides beds for homeless people
and helps them into work, a home and a relationship with Jesus. I also took on quite a few extra jobs in both
my previous church (Bolton Road) and in the Methodist District, as well as offering more preaching
appointments. And I sort of got into the hairdressing business, but I’ll tell you about that over a coffee some
time if you really want to know.
So what brought me to Christ Church? I had no intention whatsoever of getting a job but then at a Message
Trust prayer day I felt very clearly that God was telling me to apply. So that’s what I did. The biggest open door
yet!
Incidentally, I left The Message just before Christmas but I’ll continue to go to Advance groups and prayer
days. I’m still helping to run Embassyas the de facto HR and Finance manager.

A service has been arranged to welcome Richard Selby as lay pastor of Christ Church and
Edenfield. It will be at Christ Church on Saturday 1st February at 2.30pm and will be followed by
a buffet tea. If you would like to comeyou will be very welcome.

Smith Wigglesworth’s Prophecy
Smith Wigglesworth was an illiterate plumber from Yorkshire who became a famous evangelist with an
astounding, if at times unusual, healing ministry. He was an extremely prayerful man and a true man of
God.
Shortly before he died in 1947, Smith Wigglesworth delivered the following prophecy:
During the next few decades there will be two distinct moves of the Holy Spirit across the
church in Great Britain. The first move will affect every church that is open to receive it, and will
be characterised by the restoration of the baptism and gifts of the Holy Spirit.
The second move of the Holy Spirit will result in people leaving historic churches and planting
new churches. In the duration of each of these moves, the people who are involved will say,
'This is a great revival.' But the Lord says,'No, neither is this the great revival but both are steps
towards it.'
When the new church phase is on the wane, there will be evidence in the churches of
something that has not been seen before: a coming together of those with an emphasis on the
word and those with an emphasis on the Spirit.
When the word and the Spirit come together, there will be the biggest move of the Holy Spirit
that the nations, and indeed, the world have ever seen. It will mark the beginning of a revival
that will eclipse anything that has been witnessed within these shores, even the Wesleyan and
Welsh revivals of former years.
The outpouring of God's Spirit will flow over from the United Kingdom to mainland Europe and,
from there, will begin a missionary move to the ends of the earth.
We’ve all heard prophecies of imminent revivals but have so far been disappointed and so we may treat
them with a degree of suspicion. But Smith Wigglesworth’s prophecy of a great revival in this country is
different because some of what he prophesied has now already happened, giving us confidence that the
rest will also happen.
The first move of the Holy Spirt, the restoration of the “baptism and gifts of the Holy Spirit” that he
prophesied, was fulfilled through the charismatic renewal that started in the 1960’s. The second move of
the Holy Spirit, in which people left traditional churches to join newly planted churches, has also clearly
happened judging by the number of new independent churches that now exist.
Furthermore, we’re also now seeing the “word and the Spirit” coming together, which Wigglesworth
prophesied will mark the beginning of the revival. The coming together of word and Spirit is thought to
simply mean that churches with an emphasis on “the Word” (such as the Methodist Church) and churches
with an emphasis on the Spirit (such as Pentecostal churches) will put aside their differences and work
together. For example, we’re seeing churches of all types coming together to pray at the Greater
Manchester Prayer Gatherings. And we’re seeing churches and organisations across the whole spectrum
joining together for Advance2020 for a major coordinated push to evangelise this country in an
unprecedented way next year. And in Ramsbottom, churches of different backgrounds are working
together.
It's also a reminder for all churches that when Word (solid Bible-based teaching) and Spirit (powerful
experiences of the Holy Spirit) co-exist they complement each other and the Church is strong and God’s
work will be done.
Richard Selby

Charitable Donationsin 2019
Christ Church has always been generous in donating money to charity. We give £4,000 from Church
funds annually to our nominated charities. We also have special appeals, especially in December.
This year you gave:
£153.50 at the Gift Service for the Heaton ParkNight Shelter
£132.50 on Christmas Eve for Bury Hospice
£100 on ChristmasDay for Action for Children
The church members also agreed to donate a banking incentive of £1,100 for switching from RBSto
Yorkshire Bank.This was split evenly between the Heaton Park Night Shelter and Porch Boxes.
The community café also raised a total of £2404.54 in 2019. £1848 of this has been sent to the 4
nominated charities for the year, £462 each to:
Buddy’s for Children with Autism
Greenmount D-Caff
Speakeasy
Tearfund
We also held special mornings for:
Christian Aid

£ 75.32

Isabelle Rachel

£120.16

TearFund

£ 50.20

MacMillan

£200.29

Children in Need

£109.57

Thanksalso go to all the bakers and helpers of the community café, who donate the cakesand their
time, and for those who support the mornings.
John Leyland

Happy 15th birthday, YouTube!
The popular video-sharing website YouTube, which for most young people seems to have been around for ever, was in
fact founded only 15 years ago, on 14 th February 2005. It was launched officially in November that year after more
development and testing. It is now one of the most visited sites on the internet.
YouTube was started by three former PayPalemployees – Jawed Karim, Steve Chen, and Chad Hurley – and is based in
California. Most of its income comes from advertising: a Nike commercial wasthe first video to get one million views.
The company was bought by Google in 2006 for 1.65 billion dollars after an agreement was made with mainstream
media companies to avoid copyright lawsuits. However, copyright continues to be an issue: individuals find videos
disappearing from their favourites list, and churches keen to use YouTube as part of worship find they can fall foul of a
complex set of rules restricting use.
Still, there are very many legitimate ways for churches and individual Christians to use YouTube to advantage, as can be
found on websites such as prochurchtools.com, which claims that while 95% of people under 22 use YouTube, only 20%
consider going to church important.

Birthday Scheme
Happy Birthday to:
6th January

Kathleen H

14th January

Diana B

16th February

John L

To join the birthday schemepick up a leaflet in the foyer or see Susan

How do you feel about sharing your faith?
Perhaps you have been ‘gossiping the gospel’ for years? Maybe you even lead a small group, or are passionate about
community outreach?
Or – perhaps you feel a quiver of panic at the very thought of talking about your faith. Society seems to be hostile,
and so you struggle to know how to engage with people who think very differently from you.
If you struggle, then here is good news: Bible Society is keen to help you. It has recently launched a new website
called Lumino (https://lumino.bible/) to do just that.
Lumino aims to support Christians who want to share the good news. It explains the different types of people you are
likely to encounter, and their attitudes to the Bible and Christianity. Bible Society has found from research that “an
estimated 20% of the population is open to the Bible, open to faith and interested in knowing more. What an exciting
opportunity…”

Psalm23 Garden coming to RHS Chelsea
The Bible Society has announced that “We’re absolutely thrilled to be working with award-winning garden designer
Sarah Eberle, to bring Psalm 23 to life at the RHSChelsea Flower Show in May 2020!”
The Psalm 23 Garden at RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2020, designed by Sarah Eberle, will offer visitors the chance “to
stop, reflect, and feel refreshed”.
The Bible Society said: “This powerful psalm, with its visual imagery of green pastures, still waters and the valley of the
shadow of death, just cries out to be turned into a garden.
“We hope you’ll love it. And after the Chelsea Flower Show, the garden will find a permanent home at the Winchester
Hospice in Hampshire, where it will be a blessing to patients and families.”
The Bible Society says it is also hoping that people will “join us in creating community gardens across the country
inspired by the Psalm 23 Garden. You can do this outside your office, in your school grounds, or in your churchyard.
Let’s get gardening!”
You can follow the project on Facebook (www.facebook.com/Psalm23Garden), Twitter (twitter.com/Psalm23Garden)
Instagram (www.instagram.com/psalm23_garden) and join us on the road to Chelsea.

Letter from Bute - 15th January2020
Hello everyone, Welcome to, not only the New Year,but to a new decade, 2020. It seems only a short time
since we were all excited, thrilled and a little worried about welcoming in a new millennium (we were very
privileged really, being only the second group of people to do that since our modern calendar began).
The apprehension....wasbrought about by the “doom and gloom” predictions, which always seem to go
with a change or unique situation.
I feel a little different about the predictions of climate change. Perhaps because they seem to be already
coming true, as we see fires in Australia and America, floods in the South Pacific islands, glaciers melting
and weather becoming more unpredictable everywhere.
This leads me on to our very changeable weather here in Bute. October and November were warm and
sunny but from the beginning of December onwards the weather became either very cold and sunny or
very mild and wet with storms trundling in from the Atlantic at regular intervals. I have told you many nice
things about island living but now here are a few of the other side of the coin. In the last few weeks the
ferries have been off more often than all time the time since I have been here, making it difficult to decide
to go over to the mainland if it is not necessary as it may be difficult to return later in the day. Besides
residents own travel it meant some days no papers, or post and difficulty stocking up in the shops. For
instance it was impossible to buy mince tarts, or even mincemeat, for a week or so before Christmas!
Wildlife doesn’t seem to worry as much as we do about the different weather conditions. Birds seem to
manage the bad weather better than us as they continue to fly and dive for fish whatever the conditions.
Sometimes, watching seagulls gliding in the strong winds I am sure they are enjoying themselves. Driving
along the shore on New Year’s Eve just as the sun was dipping over the horizon the driver (whose eyes
should have been on the road ahead) suddenly said there are two seals there. He pulled over and we all
climbed out and spent the next 10 to 15 minutes watching 7 seals swimming, diving and popping up to
watch us. It was a good start to our evening.
January is a quiet month in Rothesay as many of the businesses close for a month or have shorter hours,
even the largest hotel, The Glenburn, closes for the whole of the month to refresh and refurbish and,
probably, give the staff a rest after the busy Christmas & New Year festivities. With the weather as it is I
think they have done the right thing.
It was good to see pictures of the community meal on Christmas Day and to hear your good news about
your new leader. I know he will be well supported and that you will work together to bring God’s love and
show his grace to the people in Ramsbottom.
My prayers are with you. Bless you,
With love, Joan

Prayer Diary
Please take time each day to pray for the event or the person
mentioned in the primary diary. If you are unsure what to pray
or are unsure who the people are, then simply pray that God
might bless them and keep them safe.

Saturday

1

Induction of Richard Selby as our Pastor

Sunday

2

Our Servicetoday led by Joanna

Monday

3

Creation Station

Tuesday

4

Freda E

Wednesday

5

Ian & Joan

Thursday

6

John H

Friday

7

John & Louise

Saturday

8

ChurchMeeting tomorrow

Sunday

9

Our servicetoday led by Richard

Monday

10

Getaway Club

Tuesday

11

Kathleen

Wednesday

12

Christine

Thursday

13

Little Stars

Friday

14

Sara

Saturday

15

Baby Ballet

Sunday

16

Our Servicetoday led by John

Monday

17

Margaret

Tuesday

18

Bill & Pauline

Wednesday

19

Lunch Club

Thursday

20

Recorded Music Society

Friday

21

Betty

Saturday

22

Community Cafe

Sunday

23

Our Servicetoday led by Chris Haines

Monday

24

Bill & Joan

Tuesday

25

Pancake Party

Wednesday

26

Audrey

Thursday

27

Debbie, Chris, Zach, Connor, & Sophia-Mai

Friday

28

Musicians and Singers

Saturday

29

Joyce

Done with church
but not with God
Friday 6 – Sunday 8 March 2020
Are you one of the growing number of Christians who believe
in God,or want to believe in God,but for all sorts of reasons
no longer find formal church
servicesand their structures
life giving?
If this soundsfamiliar, why not
join us for a weekend to share
what helps nurture and grow
your faith, talk about what
following Jesusmeansto you, and asfor 'church' - what that
would look like?

'Not all those who wander are lost' (J. R.R.Tolkien) and
maybe this is a weekend to discover what a 'spiritual' home
might look like for you.

Held at:
Scargill House,Kettlewell, North Yorkshire, BD235HU
For more information and to book see:
www.scargillmovement.org/programme
01756 760 500

Sudoku
Sudoku is a number puzzle based on a 9x9 grid. The object is to place
the numbers 1-9 in the empty squares so that each row, column, and 3x3
box contains the same number only once.

CROSSWORD
Across

8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8)
9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus
4:12) (3)
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras
and the Maccabees are part of it (9)
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2)
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7)
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7)
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of
God’s mercy, to — your bodies as living
sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5)
22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred
to in 14 Down: ‘On — — let them escape’ (Psalm
56:7) (2,7)
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1)
25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God more
than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4)
Down
1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6)
2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by
the Philistines (1 Samuel 4:11) (6)

3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8)
4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly,but — him as if
he were your father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6)
5 One of Esau’sgrandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4)
6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4)
7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain
offerings: ‘ — salt to — your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13)
(3,3)
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1)
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always
— to harm me’ (Psalm56:5) (8)
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a
widow’s son in Nain (Luke 7:16) (3)
16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6)
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued
from the cistern where he was imprisoned (Jeremiah
38:9) (6)
18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash
(Ezekiel 13:10, RSV)(4,2)
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6)
21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters
continued to — (Genesis 8:5) (6)
23 Jesusgave the Twelve the power and authority to
do this to diseases (Luke 9:1) (4)

WORDSEARCH
In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was when they made
their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all good Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus,
her first male child - to ‘present him to the Lord’. At the same time, she, as a new mother, was
‘purified’. Thus we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 40 days after
Christmas. Jesus is described in the Bible as the Light of the World, and so early Christians
developed the tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this day. The Church also fell
into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of candles for the church on this day - hence the
name, Candlemas. The story can be found in Luke 2:22-40. Simeon’s great declaration of faith
and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found in the Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in
the Office of Evening Prayerin the West.
Forty
Days
Baby
Boy
Public

Appearance
Mary
Jewish
Mothers
Temple

Jesus
Purified
Present
Lord
Festival

Presentation
Light
World
Candlemas
Simeon

Nunc

Dimittis
Office
Evening
Prayer

West

Mindfulness Colouring for all ages - 1

Mindfulness Colouring for all ages - 2

February Rotas
2020

Door Welcomers

Vestry
Stewards

Refreshments

2nd Feb

Ian & JoanH

Steve & Diana

Diana & JoanR

John& Louise

9th Feb

Bill & JoanR

Bill & Joan

JoanH & Julie

Brian & Joanna Mrs JConnor

16th Feb

Norman & Kate

Ian & Joan

Dorothy & Chris

Bill R

23rd Feb

Chris & Julie

Louise & Julie

Bill & Pauline

Norman& Valerie

Chairs

Donator

Flowers
Facilitator

Mrs JAllen

Bill & Joan
Marjorie

Mr JLeyland

Diana
Bill & Joan

Communion

Preparing

Serving

February

Joan R & Louise

Alice & Dorothy

Christ Church Officials
Pastor:

Richard Selby

Church Secretary:

SusanApplegate

Church Treasurer:

John Leyland

Church Telephone:

01706 821803

minister@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
secretary@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk
treasurer@christchurch-ramsbottom.co.uk

Tel: 07958531200
Tel: 07814173027
Tel: 01706 827253

